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London Economics International (“LEI”) in collaboration with RLC Engineering (“RLC”) and the
Consensus Building Institute (“CBI”), (altogether, the “LEI Team”) was hired by the Southern Maine
Planning and Development Commission (“SMPDC”) to provide energy resilience planning consultant
services. The scope of work includes Task 1: Project management, Task 2: Regional energy resilience
assessment, Task 3: Stakeholder group facilitation, Task 4: Community engagement, and Task 5:
Development of the Southern Maine energy resilience plan. This memo represents Task 2A which
summarizes current State energy resilience planning efforts and where local and regional action may
overlap and/or add to the existing plans of the region’s electricity utilities. It comprises an overview of
statutory provisions and requirements in the State of Maine, outlines how utilities have responded, and
includes policy documents relevant to SMPDC's energy resilience planning.
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1 Introduction

London Economics International (“LEI”) in collaboration with RLC Engineering (“RLC”) and the
Consensus Building Institute (“CBI”), (altogether, the “LEI Team”) was hired by the Southern
Maine Planning and Development Commission (“SMPDC”) to provide energy resilience
planning consultant services. There are five tasks that make up these services. Each task is
detailed below.

e Task 1: Project management

Assist SMPDC staff to convene meetings and provide administrative support to the
SMPDC project team. Assist with documentation needed for grant reporting and general
communications. Develop and finalize project deliverables. Assist as needed with the
coordination of all public project communications, as well as communications with
Federal, State, and local stakeholders, and elected officials.

e Task 2: Regional energy resilience assessment

Provide an understanding of the current conditions and needs for energy resilience in
southern Maine and inform the development of priority strategies to increase energy
resilience.

o Task 2A: Coordination with State planning efforts
Memo summarizing current State energy resilience planning efforts and where
local and regional action may overlap and/or add to the existing plans of the
region’s electricity utilities.

o Task 2B: Grid reliability analysis
Technical report summarizing the grid reliability analysis.

o Task 2C: Cost assessment of power outages
Memo on the cost of power outages to the region.

o Task 2D: Microgrid feasibility analysis

Technical report providing a feasibility assessment of microgrid projects at critical
community facilities.

e Task 3: Stakeholder group facilitation

Lead stakeholder group facilitation. Develop and deliver meeting opportunities for
stakeholders to provide input and feedback throughout the planning process.

e Task 4: Community engagement

Gather input from businesses and community members to ensure that the plan reflects
community energy resilience concerns and needs as well as actions that could have broad
public support.

e Task 5: Development of the Southern Maine energy resilience plan

Draft a plan that incorporates all the information, priorities, and input gathered through

the other project tasks
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This memo represents Task 2A which summarizes current State energy resilience statutes,
policies, planning efforts, and highlights certain areas where local and regional interests and/ or
actions may align with ongoing or potential future State initiatives. The Task 2A memo is laid
out as follows:

In Section 2, LEI identifies the key relevant statutory provisions and processes related to energy
resilience in Maine. LEI also examines how the transmission and distribution (“T&D”) utilities
have responded to or may be required to respond. These provisions and processes are a key
source of potential funding for resiliency initiatives that could benefit the region. Stakeholders,
through their active engagement can advocate for their interests and potentially guide funding
towards their energy resilience needs.

In Section 3, LEI outlines other energy resilience policies and related documents that are
sponsored by various public agencies across the State of Maine. Within these documents, LEI
focuses on identified energy resilience vulnerabilities, goals of energy resilience, and proposed
strategies to achieve energy resilience. It is important to keep in mind that these documents
contain broad strategies and recommendations. Much of the content refers to aspirations rather
than ongoing initiatives. Regardless, LEI believe this content is useful for localities looking to
draft their own climate action or energy resilience plan.

In Section 4, LEI outlines concerns and priorities described by stakeholders in the region and
highlights potential synergies between local interests, State policies, and projects. As noted above,
the State policies and projects discussed in Section 2 may be a key source of potential funding for
resiliency-related investments that could be beneficial to the region. This section also recaps the
various State and federal funding opportunities covered in the previous sections, noting that
federal programs may be subject to change or elimination, at least in the short term.

In Section 5, a conclusion of the material provided is given with key takeaways and a brief
explanation of the remaining tasks within Task 2 and the next steps in completing the regional
energy resilience assessment report.
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2 Statutory provisions and requirements

The State of Maine has several statutory provisions related to electric utility system resilience and
climate change. This section outlines these provisions and the roles of the relevant State agencies,
regulated utilities, and other involved entities. By way of background, the key involved entities
are outlined below.

e Maine Legislature - Considers and enacts statutory provisions related to energy and
utilities, including provisions regarding electric utility grid resilience.

¢ Maine Public Utilities Commission (“MPUC”) - Oversees and regulates Maine’s electric,
gas, telephone and water utilities to ensure the provision of safe and reliable service at
rates that are just and reasonable. The MPUC conducts various types of proceedings in
which it considers testimony from affected parties and other interested persons, holds
hearings, and issue decisions and orders. The MPUC's processes are generally open and
public, case materials (except confidential information) are accessible through an online
case file, and participation by ratepayers and other affected persons is encouraged.

¢ Governor’s Energy Office (“GEO”) - Is the designated state energy office involved in a
wide range of activities relating to state energy policies, planning, and development.

e Office of the Public Advocate (“OPA”) - Represents Maine utility consumers in cases
and other matters before the MPUC, as well as before other State and Federal agencies.

¢ Central Maine Power Company (“CMP”) - Provides T&D utility service! to customers in
central and southern Maine. CMP is the largest T&D utility in Maine, serving
approximately 650,000 of the State’s customers. CMP is an investor-owned company?.

¢ Kennebunk Light and Power District (“KLPD”) - Provides T&D utility service to about
7,500 customers in portions of Kennebunk, Arundel, Lyman, and Wells. KLPD is a
consumer-owned, not-for-profit electric utility.

As discussed in the following sections, there are important resiliency-related initiatives and
processes currently underway, or about to begin, that could determine the development of
projects and investments in the State to improve the reliability of electricity service, reduce
outages, and develop local power sources such as emergency or backup generation, energy
storage, or microgrids. These initiatives present opportunities for stakeholders in Southern Maine
to highlight their concerns and advance their resiliency-related interests and projects.
Importantly, these State-level initiatives may result in the development of infrastructure and
projects that would be funded across a larger body of utility ratepayers rather than borne solely

1 Pursuant to legislation enacted several years ago, as a general matter, the Maine electric utilities do not provide the
“energy” or “supply” portion of electricity service. That portion is provided by other entities and delivered
across the utilities” transmission and distribution facilities.

2 CMP is an Avangrid company.
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by stakeholders and communities in the Southern Maine region. As such, it may be worthwhile
for stakeholders and others in the region to become actively involved in these processes. LEI
identifies three specific statutory provisions and requirements and outlines how their influence
on T&D utilities as well as the GEO can be used to benefit energy resilience in Southern Maine
(see Figure 1)

Figure 1: Applicable statutory provisions and requirements

Statutory provisions
and requirements

Applicable parties

Maine statute 35-A
§3146 - climate change
protection plan

planning

P.L. 2023, Ch. 374, An

Act Relating to Energy
Storage and the State's
Energy Goals

Maine statute 35-A
§3147 - integrated grid

21 Maine statute 35-A §3146 - climate change protection plan?

Maine statute 35-A §3146 requires that, every three years, T&D utilities submit a plan to the
MPUC that includes specific actions for addressing the expected effects of climate change on the
utility's assets needed to transmit and distribute electricity to its customers. This statute also
requires the MPUC to provide a process that allows interested parties to give input on the T&D
utilities” plans.

Both CMP and KLPD have submitted plans to the MPUC. Although CMP’s plan contains a
greater level of detail than KLPD’s and contemplates the use of planning and modelling
techniques not discussed by KLPD, both plans cite common climate issues affecting their systems,

3 Maine State Legislature. (2025). Title 35-A: PUBLIC UTILITIES, Part 3: ELECTRIC POWER, Chapter 31: GENERAL
PROVISIONS, Subchapter 2: ENERGY PLANNING; CONSTRUCTION; PURCHASES, §3146. Climate change

protection plan.
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including flooding, wildfires, temperature, wind, and ice. The plans also outline similar actions
in response, such as vegetation management, infrastructure upgrades, and system
modernization. The CMP and KLPD plans are summarized below and are available through the
MPUC case file system.4

21.1 Central Maine Power 10-year climate change protection plan®

On December 29, 2023, CMP submitted its climate change protection plan as required under
Maine statute 35-A §3146. CMP sets out two process phases (outlined below) that it intends to
undertake. As described on CMP’s webpage for this project, its processes are intended to be
“collaborative” and expected to include “key stakeholders”. CMP stresses its commitment to
engaging with its customers and the communities it serves. Finally, CMP invites interested
persons to stay informed of its ongoing work, community meetings, and opportunities to provide
input by signing up on their website.t

The first phase of CMIP’’s work will be a “Climate Change Vulnerability Study”. According to
CMP, this study will consist of (1) developing projections for Maine’s future climate; (2)
identifying hazards such as extreme events, flooding, precipitation, wind and ice, temperature,
wind, drought/wildfire, rising sea level and (3) assessing hazard impacts and determining
vulnerabilities across CMP’s electric system. The study is supposed to be conducted between Q1
2024 and Q1 2025, although it does not yet appear to be filed or posted by CMP as of the time of
this memo.

In the second phase, CMP intends to develop what it calls a “Climate Change Resilience Plan”.
This work is expected to be ongoing throughout 2025. According to CMP, it will use a “risk-based
approach” to identify climate resilience measures including updating equipment specifications
and/or internal processes to incorporate climate resilience through business as-usual activities.
Examples of categories and associated measures cited by CMP include:

Strengthen and withstand: Resilience measures designed to increase the ability of CMP’s
assets to withstand the effects of climate change and climate hazards.

e Harden substations against flooding events through selective asset elevation, site
relocation, or flood-resistant structures or barriers.

¢ Replace/upgrade at-risk substation transformers that are heavily loaded and are expected
to be exposed to extreme temperatures.

e Utilize concrete or steel poles on the distribution system in certain construction
circumstances.

4 MPUC. (2024). Case 2023-00282.

5 Central Maine Power. (2023). Climate Change Protection Plan.

6 Central Maine Power. (2025). CMP Grid and Climate Planning.
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e Update asset specifications (e.g., transformer ambient temperature standard) to account
for future temperatures.

Absorb and adapt: Resilience measures designed to reduce the impact, or extent, of climate
hazards on CMP’s assets.

e Increase distribution circuit automation and circuit ties to limit the extent of outages due
to exposure to wind and wind-and-ice climate hazards.

e Procure temporary/deployable flood barriers and train personnel to deploy them in
advance of extreme weather events that may cause flooding (e.g., hurricanes and tropical
storms).

e Revise transmission and/or distribution facility ratings to account for temperature
projections.

¢ Reconfigure substations or circuits to lessen thermal demand.

Respond and recover: Resilience measures designed to decrease the time or effort necessary to
respond to a climate hazard event.

e Increase stocks of portable assets such as backup generators and mobile substations that
provide power supply redundancy).

¢ Increase stocks of spare assets and parts to avoid supply chain lead times.
¢ Expand the operating capacity and training of emergency response teams.

e Evaluate the resource allocation and storm resource staging process in the context of
potential climate change projections and extreme event scenarios.

Advance and adapt: Resilience measures designed to have feedback to the resilience planning
process with the aim of reducing the extent or severity of subsequent climate hazards events.

e Integrate climate change risk into business-as-usual investment decision-making and risk
management tools.

e Reevaluate climate risk vulnerability and related scenarios on a periodic basis.

e Integrate climate considerations across operating processes, including load forecasting,
asset management, vegetation management, capacity planning, reliability planning, and
emergency response.

These potential resilience measures are intended to complement any existing resilience efforts
undertaken by CMP such as scheduled aerial inspections of transmission infrastructure,
monitoring and evaluation of the health of substation infrastructure, or programs focused on
continuous improvements of worst performing circuits.
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21.2 Kennebunk Light & Power District 10-year climate change protection plan’

On January 2, 2024, KLPD submitted its climate change protection plan as required under Maine
statute 35-A §3146. The plan identifies five climate change hazards to which its service territory
is vulnerable and the potential system impacts. These are set forth below:

¢ Risingsea levels, coastal storm surges, and flooding have the potential to cause permanent
or temporary inundation of low-lying areas. As noted in the KLPD plan, its service
territory is vulnerable because it is largely coastal with two rivers flowing through it, the
Kennebunk and the Mousam. Furthermore, KLPD noted that certain components of its
infrastructure are located in particularly vulnerable locations. In particular, the Water
Street substation and its headquarters are located adjacent to the Mousam River and the
Gulf of Maine intertidal zone. In addition, KLPD’s assets that are east of Route 1 may be
vulnerable to flooding. Finally, CMP’s feeder that interconnects KLPD to the transmission
system at Water Street is in a low-lying area that could be flooded. KLPD notes that,
although it has two substations with interconnections to the grid, neither substation has
the capacity to carry the load for the entire system.

¢ Drought and potential impact on wildfires. According to KLPD, its service territory is
vulnerable to wildfires because there is significant tree cover and grass plains. As such,
KLPD'’s operations and assets are vulnerable to the risk of wildfire.

e High winds and the associated potential to cause destruction of vegetation and assets.
According to KLPD, the age of some of its distribution poles place them at greater risk of
wind damage.

e Ice storms and/or wet heavy snow and the associated effects on assets such as from trees
that break and topple.

e High temperatures can degrade the effective capacity of infrastructure while
simultaneously increasing customer electrical load for cooling.

According to KLPD, it has taken several resiliency measures to help alleviate some of the hazards
mentioned above, including the measures described below.

e Vegetation management program pursuant to which, KLPD would conduct 4-year cycles
of clearing/ managing vegetation.

7 Kennebunk Light & Power District. (2024). Kennebunk Light & Power District, Inquiry Regarding Climate Change
Protection Plans, Docket No. 2023-00282.

8 The 2024 fire season with record-breaking drought conditions in Massachusetts, is a reminder of the risk of wildfire
in both coastal and inland communities in the Northeast. https:/ /www.climate.gov/news-features/event-
tracker /unusual-fire-risk-across-northeast-fall-2024
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e Storm preparation with support from the York County Emergency Management Agency
(“YCEMA”) for (i) regular reports on weather and (ii) incident command resources and
the Town of Kennebunk which provides support through its Public Works, Police, and
Fire departments.

e Assistance with outage restoration through the Northeast Public Power Association’s
(“NPPA”) mutual aid agreement.?

¢ Infrastructure upgrades and modernization. KLPD notes that an automated metering
system is being deployed to reduce the time to identify and respond to outages. In
addition, capital projects are planned to replace aging poles and conductors to increase
resilience. Finally, an engineering assessment of the Water Street substation is being
conducted as well as a larger “infrastructure analysis” to identify further improvements
to increase reliability.

As noted above, the KLPD plan is simpler and contemplates less processes than CMI’s.
However, as required by statute, the utilities (including KLPD) must resubmit their climate
change protection plans periodically, and it is likely that each iteration will again involve a public
process and opportunity for engagement by stakeholders.

2.2 Maine statute 35-A §3147 - integrated grid planning10

Maine statute 35-A §3147 requires that every five years the MPUC shall initiate a process to
identify the priorities to be addressed in a filing by a “covered utility” for a 10-year integrated
grid plan. As defined by the statute, a covered utility is a “large investor-owned transmission and
distribution utility” and, thus, includes CMP but not KLPD. These grid plans are intended to be
designed to improve system reliability and resiliency and enable the cost- effective achievement
of the State’s greenhouse gas reduction obligations!! and climate policies’2. As such, the
requirements for these plans appear to be somewhat broader than the Climate Change Protection
Plans discussed above. The statute requires the MPUC to hold conferences and/or workshops
before the filing of the plans to identify priorities, assumptions, goals, methods, and tools that
will be used in their development.

9 Northeast Public Power Association. (2025). Mutual aid.

10 Maine State Legislature. (2025). Title 35-A: PUBLIC UTILITIES, Part 3: ELECTRIC POWER, Chapter 31: GENERAL
PROVISIONS, Subchapter 2: ENERGY PLANNING; CONSTRUCTION; PURCHASES, §3147. Integrated grid

planning.

11 Maine State Legislature. (2025). Title 38: WATERS AND NAVIGATION, Chapter 3-A: CLIMATE CHANGE, §576-A.

12 Maine State Legislature. (2025). Title 38: WATERS AND NAVIGATION, Chapter 3-A: CLIMATE CHANGE, §577.
Climate action plan; update.
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221 Proceeding on Grid Plan Priorities

As required by statute, the MPUC initiated this process in the fall of 2022.13 According to an
MPUC Order issued on July 24, 2024, the process included participation by a “broad range of
stakeholders” and submission of “detailed comments”. Stakeholders involved in the process
included the utilities, the GEO, environmental groups such as the Acadia Center, Conservation
Law Foundation, and Natural Resources Council of Maine, Efficiency Maine Trust, the Island
Institute, the OPA, and American Association of Retired Persons. The MPUC held several
meetings and workshops with stakeholders and facilitated presentations by expert entities,
including the utilities and Berkley Lab, which provided information about grid planning efforts
across the country.

Following this process, the MPUC issued an Order that directed the filing of, and identified the
priorities to be included, in the utilities” first grid plans. These priorities include:

¢ Reliability and resiliency improvements, including (1) investments to maintain or
improve reliability; (2) reduction of barriers to cost-effective non-wires alternatives; and
(3) building climate adaptation into the solution mix.

¢ Improving data quality and integrity to maximize its use in distribution system planning,
including by use of advanced metering infrastructure, data mapping, time-series planning
models, and enhancement of hosting capacity.

e Promoting flexible management of consumers’ resources and energy consumption,
including by improving forecasting, supporting integration and use of distributed energy
resources, and technologies or programs to shift load from system peak.

The plan development, filing, and subsequent process may drive and determine significant future
investments in CMP’s system. As such, it appears to be in the interest of stakeholders and
communities in the region to be actively involved in the process in order to highlight their
immediate resiliency-related concerns and priorities, and advocate for adequate solutions.

The utilities” plans in accordance with this statute must be filed by January 12, 2026. The MPUC
directed that, during the plan development period (which is ongoing), utilities must hold at least
three stakeholder meetings and must document the input received, including the extent to which
input was or was not incorporated. In addition, the statute requires there to be a public comment
period following the filings of the grid plans and directs the MPUC to require the utilities to
address any deficiencies in their plans.

13 MPUC. (2024). Case 2022-00322.
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Information about CMP’s grid plan and the plan development process, including how to
participate in the process, is available on CMIP’s website.14

2.3 An Act Relating to Energy Storage and the State's Energy Goals

Pursuant to recently enacted Maine law (P.L. 2023, Ch. 374, “An Act Relating to Energy Storage
and the State's Energy Goals”, (“the Act”)), the GEO was directed to “evaluate designs for a
program to procure commercially available utility-scale energy storage systems connected to the
T&D systems,” and to “provide its recommendations to the MPUC for a program to procure up
to 200 megawatts of energy storage capacity.”

The Act directs the GEO to consider programs that are likely to be cost-effective for ratepayers
and consistent with certain specified objectives including: (1) improved reliability and resiliency;
(2) delivery of renewable electricity to customers; (3) maximizing the value of federal incentives.

2.3.1 Governor’s Energy Office Energy Storage Report and Recommendations

In December 2024, GEO issued its report and recommendations for a Maine Energy Storage
Program pursuant to the Act. The GEO report includes information about the attributes of various
energy storage technologies, assesses the costs and benefits of an energy storage program, and
presents program design alternatives. The GEO recommends that the MPUC implement a
competitive procurement program for energy storage projects consistent with the
recommendations in its report.1>

Although the goals of this program are broader than resiliency, i.e., they include economic and
environmental benefits, resiliency and reliability must be considered. Moreover, energy storage
projects that may primarily be intended to provide other types of benefits, such as economic
benefits, may also enhance resiliency. Thus, the program could prove to be a useful vehicle to
advance and fund projects that are beneficial to communities in the region. As noted above, the
GEO report includes a recommendation for the MPUC to initiate a procurement process for
storage projects. This process, if initiated, and any associated procurement design and solicitation
processes that may follow should continue to be monitored as they move forward. If the process
is initiated, communities should attempt to work with developers to participate in procurements.

24 Summary of statutory provisions and requirements

The statutory requirements and processes outlined above are summarized in Figure 2 below. For
greater detail on stakeholder opportunities see Section 4.

14 CMP. (2025). CMP Grid and Climate Planning.

15 The Act directs the MPUC to “... upon finding the proposed program reasonably likely to achieve the objectives
established in subsection 1, .... take steps to implement the program in accordance with any applicable
authority the commission may have under law and may submit to the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over energy matters recommendations for any changes to law needed to allow
the commission to fully implement the program.”
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Figure 2: Opportunities for stakeholders in statutory provisions and requirements

Proceeding Stakeholder opportunity

Maine statute 35-A §3146 - Statute redres the MPUC
. . to establish a process that
climate change protection . .
lan allows interested parties to
p give input on these plans
The plan is scheduled to be
filed in January 2026 and is
Maine statute 35-A §3147 - required to be open to
integrated grid planning stakeholder review and
input during and after its
filing
P.L.2023, Ch.374, An Act | otential opportunity to
. participate in competitive
Relating to Energy Storage rocurement prosram for
and the State's Energy Goals P prog
storage projects
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3 State and regional policy documents

Several State bodies across Maine have released policy documents that discuss some of the key
threats to energy reliability and outline strategies to achieve energy resiliency. LEI have
categorized these documents by their content (See Figure 3). Documents such as the Maine
Energy Plan 2025 and Maine Won’t Wait 2024-2028 directly reference energy resilience strategies
which can be used to support the SMPDC’s own energy resilience plan. Climate resilience
strategies and vulnerability assessments are also relevant for the purposes of this study. Many of
the strategies considered in climate resilience documents are directly linked to energy resilience.
For example, reducing flood risks helps to secure greater energy resilience. Similarly, the
identification of vulnerabilities can be beneficial to energy resilience. Understanding where and
why different climate risks occur helps to focus energy resilience efforts in the most impactful
locations. In this respect, energy resilience planning should be guided by the objectives, goals,
strategies, and actions outlined in each of the policy documents discussed in this section.

Figure 3: Policy document content

Energy Climate Vulnerability
Policy document resilience resilience assessment and
strategy strategy identification
Maine Energy Plan 2025 v v
Maine Won’t Wait 2024-2028 v v
York County Hazard Mitigation Plan 2022 v v
Infrastructure Rebuilding and Resilience v
Commission Interim Report 2024

3.1 Maine Energy Plan 202516

The Maine Energy Plan (“MEP”) was released by the Maine GEO in January 2025 as required by
Maine statute 2 §9.17 The MEP outlines objectives, strategies, and key actions that are needed to
ensure affordable, reliable, and clean energy for Maine. The MEP is built upon a technical report?8
outlining achievable pathways to 100% clean energy by 2040 and an 18-month stakeholder

16 Maine Governor’s Energy Office. (2025). Maine Energy Plan.

17 Maine State Legislature. (2025). Title 2: EXECUTIVE, Chapter 1: GOVERNOR, §9. Governor's Energy Office.

18 Maine Governor’s Energy Office. (2025). Maine Pathways to 2040: Analysis and Insights.
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engagement process with numerous business groups, consumer representatives, environmental
and other advocates, workforce development and educational institutions, and state and local
leaders.

There are five key objectives set forth in the MEP: Objective A seeks to deliver affordable energy
for Maine people and businesses, Objective B seeks to ensure Maine’s energy systems are reliable
and resilient in the face of growing challenges, Objective C seeks to responsibly advance clean
energy, Objective D seeks to deploy efficient technologies to reduce energy costs, and Objective
E expand clean energy career opportunities for Maine people and advance innovation.

Objective B is particularly relevant to developing an energy resilience plan for the region.
Objective B has 6 key strategy actions that are outlined below.

Strategy 1: Establish ambitious, data-driven targets for energy resilience

e Collect trend data on local electricity outages and grid vulnerabilities, and engage
residents, community leaders, and critical facility operators to understand system
weaknesses.

e Collaborate with the Infrastructure Rebuilding and Resilience Commission (“IRRC”)®
and other State entities to launch an online disaster data service that centralizes existing
regional and community-level hazard, risk, and vulnerability information.

¢ Identify, monitor, and plan for delivered fuel resilience risks, including vulnerabilities
related to fuel supply, access, and delivery.

¢ Connect vulnerable communities with State and federal resources and technical assistance
opportunities, including through the Resilience Office in the newly created Maine Office
of Community Affairs?, the U.S. Department of Energy, and national laboratories to
increase energy resiliency.

Strategy 2: Increase coordination and information-sharing across energy-related emergency
management and resilience entities

19 The IRRC was established in May 2024 and its 24 members are charged with reviewing and evaluating Maine’s
response to the recent storms, identifying crucial areas for near-term investment and policy needs, and
developing the state’s first long-term infrastructure plan to ensure that Maine is ready for the harsh storms
ahead.

Maine Governor’s Office of Policy Innovation and the Future. (2025). Infrastructure Rebuilding and Resilience
Commission.

20 There is currently little information available on the Maine Office Community Affairs. The agency has no website

accessible.
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Identity, develop, and share strategies to streamline and improve information sharing and
coordination between municipal leaders, emergency managers and officials, and residents
during extreme weather and other disruptive events.

Coordinate the use of renewable energy sources (i.e. solar and battery storage) to supply
and power emergency response entities and relief organizations during extreme weather
and other disruptive events.

Strategy 3: Deploy targeted resources to advance innovative and modern resilience solutions
including microgrids

Leverage microgrids powered by renewable energy to supply power to communities
during extreme weather and other disruptive events.

Explore deployment of innovative resilience solutions and the expansion of redundant
energy systems.

Strengthen resilience options, solutions, and support for impacted communities including
remote, island, and Tribal communities, as well as disadvantaged and low-income
communities and those households heating with coal and kerosene.

Implement the Federal Grid Innovation Program and other grid modernization efforts
through projects that improve grid reliability and resilience using advanced technologies
and innovative partnerships and approaches

Strategy 4: Leverage innovative technologies including energy storage to increase resilience
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions

Deploy energy storage systems to supply power during energy disruptions, decrease
costs by supplying power when grid electricity is the most expensive, and store energy to
be utilized when intermittent clean energy resources may not be as abundantly available.

Decrease community dependency on centralized power sources through the continued
deployment of distributed generation resources and energy storage systems.

Target critical infrastructure for energy upgrades, including heating and cooling shelters,
emergency and healthcare facilities, and utilities, as well as vulnerable populations to
bolster structural and community resilience.

Strategy 5: Strengthen planning and engagement by utilities to identify and address climate
and resilience threats cost-effectively

Coordinate with, and assess the plans of, the State’s transmission and distribution utilities
as they prepare and submit 10-year Climate Change Protection Plans to the Maine PUC,
pursuant to Public Law 2021, chapter 702.

Encourage stakeholder engagement and community input to ensure solutions are
affordable and in the public interest.
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Strategy 6: Advance partnerships and coordination to enhance Maine’s energy security and
maximize relevant federal and other funding opportunities

e Update and refine Maine’s State Energy Security Plan in accordance with federal
requirements.

e Implement the Maine Grid Resilience Grant Program and coordinate funding pathways
to further support energy resiliency for Maine communities, including rural and island
communities and Tribal governments.

e Provide technical and project management assistance to support communities in
navigating State and federal grant program appli