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London Economics International (“LEI”) in collaboration with RLC Engineering (“RLC”) and the 
Consensus Building Institute (“CBI”), (altogether, the “LEI Team”) was hired by the Southern Maine 
Planning and Development Commission (“SMPDC”) to provide energy resilience planning consultant 
services. The scope of work includes Task 1: Project management, Task 2: Regional energy resilience 
assessment, Task 3: Stakeholder group facilitation, Task 4: Community engagement, and Task 5: 
Development of the Southern Maine energy resilience plan. This memo represents Task 2A which 
summarizes current State energy resilience planning efforts and where local and regional action may 
overlap and/or add to the existing plans of the region’s electricity utilities. It comprises an overview of 
statutory provisions and requirements in the State of Maine, outlines how utilities have responded, and 
includes policy documents relevant to SMPDC’s energy resilience planning. 
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1 Introduction 

London Economics International (“LEI”) in collaboration with RLC Engineering (“RLC”) and the 
Consensus Building Institute (“CBI”), (altogether, the “LEI Team”) was hired by the Southern 
Maine Planning and Development Commission (“SMPDC”) to provide energy resilience 
planning consultant services. There are five tasks that make up these services. Each task is 
detailed below. 

• Task 1: Project management 

Assist SMPDC staff to convene meetings and provide administrative support to the 
SMPDC project team. Assist with documentation needed for grant reporting and general 
communications. Develop and finalize project deliverables. Assist as needed with the 
coordination of all public project communications, as well as communications with 
Federal, State, and local stakeholders, and elected officials. 

• Task 2: Regional energy resilience assessment 

Provide an understanding of the current conditions and needs for energy resilience in 
southern Maine and inform the development of priority strategies to increase energy 
resilience. 

o Task 2A: Coordination with State planning efforts 

Memo summarizing current State energy resilience planning efforts and where 
local and regional action may overlap and/or add to the existing plans of the 
region’s electricity utilities. 

o Task 2B: Grid reliability analysis 

Technical report summarizing the grid reliability analysis. 

o Task 2C: Cost assessment of power outages 

Memo on the cost of power outages to the region. 

o Task 2D: Microgrid feasibility analysis 

Technical report providing a feasibility assessment of microgrid projects at critical 
community facilities. 

• Task 3: Stakeholder group facilitation 

Lead stakeholder group facilitation. Develop and deliver meeting opportunities for 
stakeholders to provide input and feedback throughout the planning process. 

• Task 4: Community engagement 

Gather input from businesses and community members to ensure that the plan reflects 
community energy resilience concerns and needs as well as actions that could have broad 
public support. 

• Task 5: Development of the Southern Maine energy resilience plan 

Draft a plan that incorporates all the information, priorities, and input gathered through 
the other project tasks 
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This memo represents Task 2A which summarizes current State energy resilience statutes, 
policies, planning efforts, and highlights certain areas where local and regional interests and/or 
actions may align with ongoing or potential future State initiatives.  The Task 2A memo is laid 
out as follows: 

In Section 2, LEI identifies the key relevant statutory provisions and processes related to energy 
resilience in Maine. LEI also examines how the transmission and distribution (“T&D”) utilities 
have responded to or may be required to respond. These provisions and processes are a key 
source of potential funding for resiliency initiatives that could benefit the region. Stakeholders, 
through their active engagement can advocate for their interests and potentially guide funding 
towards their energy resilience needs. 

In Section 3, LEI outlines other energy resilience policies and related documents that are 
sponsored by various public agencies across the State of Maine. Within these documents, LEI 
focuses on identified energy resilience vulnerabilities, goals of energy resilience, and proposed 
strategies to achieve energy resilience. It is important to keep in mind that these documents 
contain broad strategies and recommendations. Much of the content refers to aspirations rather 
than ongoing initiatives. Regardless, LEI believe this content is useful for localities looking to 
draft their own climate action or energy resilience plan. 

In Section 4, LEI outlines concerns and priorities described by stakeholders in the region and 
highlights potential synergies between local interests, State policies, and projects. As noted above, 
the State policies and projects discussed in Section 2 may be a key source of potential funding for 
resiliency-related investments that could be beneficial to the region. This section also recaps the 
various State and federal funding opportunities covered in the previous sections, noting that 
federal programs may be subject to change or elimination, at least in the short term.  

In Section 5, a conclusion of the material provided is given with key takeaways and a brief 
explanation of the remaining tasks within Task 2 and the next steps in completing the regional 
energy resilience assessment report. 
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2 Statutory provisions and requirements 

The State of Maine has several statutory provisions related to electric utility system resilience and 
climate change. This section outlines these provisions and the roles of the relevant State agencies, 
regulated utilities, and other involved entities. By way of background, the key involved entities 
are outlined below. 

• Maine Legislature – Considers and enacts statutory provisions related to energy and 
utilities, including provisions regarding electric utility grid resilience. 

• Maine Public Utilities Commission (“MPUC”) – Oversees and regulates Maine’s electric, 
gas, telephone and water utilities to ensure the provision of safe and reliable service at 
rates that are just and reasonable.  The MPUC conducts various types of proceedings in 
which it considers testimony from affected parties and other interested persons, holds 
hearings, and issue decisions and orders.  The MPUC’s processes are generally open and 
public, case materials (except confidential information) are accessible through an online 
case file, and participation by ratepayers and other affected persons is encouraged. 

• Governor’s Energy Office (“GEO”) – Is the designated state energy office involved in a 
wide range of activities relating to state energy policies, planning, and development.   

• Office of the Public Advocate (“OPA”) – Represents Maine utility consumers in cases 
and other matters before the MPUC, as well as before other State and Federal agencies.  

• Central Maine Power Company (“CMP”) – Provides T&D utility service1 to customers in 
central and southern Maine. CMP is the largest T&D utility in Maine, serving 
approximately 650,000 of the State’s customers. CMP is an investor-owned company2. 

• Kennebunk Light and Power District (“KLPD”) – Provides T&D utility service to about 
7,500 customers in portions of Kennebunk, Arundel, Lyman, and Wells. KLPD is a 
consumer-owned, not-for-profit electric utility.  

As discussed in the following sections, there are important resiliency-related initiatives and 
processes currently underway, or about to begin, that could determine the development of 
projects and investments in the State to improve the reliability of electricity service, reduce 
outages, and develop local power sources such as emergency or backup generation, energy 
storage, or microgrids. These initiatives present opportunities for stakeholders in Southern Maine 
to highlight their concerns and advance their resiliency-related interests and projects.  
Importantly, these State-level initiatives may result in the development of infrastructure and 
projects that would be funded across a larger body of utility ratepayers rather than borne solely 

 

1 Pursuant to legislation enacted several years ago, as a general matter, the Maine electric utilities do not provide the 
“energy” or “supply” portion of electricity service.  That portion is provided by other entities and delivered 
across the utilities’ transmission and distribution facilities. 

2 CMP is an Avangrid company. 
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by stakeholders and communities in the Southern Maine region. As such, it may be worthwhile 
for stakeholders and others in the region to become actively involved in these processes. LEI 
identifies three specific statutory provisions and requirements and outlines how their influence 
on T&D utilities as well as the GEO can be used to benefit energy resilience in Southern Maine 
(see Figure 1) 

Figure 1: Applicable statutory provisions and requirements 

 

2.1 Maine statute 35-A §3146 - climate change protection plan3 

Maine statute 35-A §3146 requires that, every three years, T&D utilities submit a plan to the 
MPUC that includes specific actions for addressing the expected effects of climate change on the 
utility's assets needed to transmit and distribute electricity to its customers. This statute also 
requires the MPUC to provide a process that allows interested parties to give input on the T&D 
utilities’ plans. 

Both CMP and KLPD have submitted plans to the MPUC. Although CMP’s plan contains a 
greater level of detail than KLPD’s and contemplates the use of planning and modelling 
techniques not discussed by KLPD, both plans cite common climate issues affecting their systems, 

 

3 Maine State Legislature. (2025). Title 35-A: PUBLIC UTILITIES, Part 3: ELECTRIC POWER, Chapter 31: GENERAL 
PROVISIONS, Subchapter 2: ENERGY PLANNING; CONSTRUCTION; PURCHASES, §3146. Climate change 
protection plan. 
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including flooding, wildfires, temperature, wind, and ice. The plans also outline similar actions 
in response, such as vegetation management, infrastructure upgrades, and system 
modernization. The CMP and KLPD plans are summarized below and are available through the 
MPUC case file system.4 

2.1.1 Central Maine Power 10-year climate change protection plan5 

On December 29, 2023, CMP submitted its climate change protection plan as required under 
Maine statute 35-A §3146. CMP sets out two process phases (outlined below) that it intends to 
undertake. As described on CMP’s webpage for this project, its processes are intended to be 
“collaborative” and expected to include “key stakeholders”. CMP stresses its commitment to 
engaging with its customers and the communities it serves. Finally, CMP invites interested 
persons to stay informed of its ongoing work, community meetings, and opportunities to provide 
input by signing up on their website.6 

The first phase of CMP’s work will be a “Climate Change Vulnerability Study”. According to 
CMP, this study will consist of (1) developing projections for Maine’s future climate; (2) 
identifying hazards such as extreme events, flooding, precipitation, wind and ice, temperature, 
wind, drought/wildfire, rising sea level and (3) assessing hazard impacts and determining 
vulnerabilities across CMP’s electric system.  The study is supposed to be conducted between Q1 
2024 and Q1 2025, although it does not yet appear to be filed or posted by CMP as of the time of 
this memo. 

In the second phase, CMP intends to develop what it calls a “Climate Change Resilience Plan”. 
This work is expected to be ongoing throughout 2025. According to CMP, it will use a “risk-based 
approach” to identify climate resilience measures including updating equipment specifications 
and/or internal processes to incorporate climate resilience through business as-usual activities.  
Examples of categories and associated measures cited by CMP include: 

Strengthen and withstand: Resilience measures designed to increase the ability of CMP’s 
assets to withstand the effects of climate change and climate hazards. 

• Harden substations against flooding events through selective asset elevation, site 
relocation, or flood-resistant structures or barriers.  

• Replace/upgrade at-risk substation transformers that are heavily loaded and are expected 
to be exposed to extreme temperatures.  

• Utilize concrete or steel poles on the distribution system in certain construction 
circumstances.  

 

4 MPUC. (2024). Case 2023-00282. 

5 Central Maine Power. (2023). Climate Change Protection Plan. 

6 Central Maine Power. (2025). CMP Grid and Climate Planning. 
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• Update asset specifications (e.g., transformer ambient temperature standard) to account 
for future temperatures. 

Absorb and adapt: Resilience measures designed to reduce the impact, or extent, of climate 
hazards on CMP’s assets. 

• Increase distribution circuit automation and circuit ties to limit the extent of outages due 
to exposure to wind and wind-and-ice climate hazards.  

• Procure temporary/deployable flood barriers and train personnel to deploy them in 
advance of extreme weather events that may cause flooding (e.g., hurricanes and tropical 
storms).  

• Revise transmission and/or distribution facility ratings to account for temperature 
projections.  

• Reconfigure substations or circuits to lessen thermal demand. 

Respond and recover: Resilience measures designed to decrease the time or effort necessary to 
respond to a climate hazard event. 

• Increase stocks of portable assets such as backup generators and mobile substations that 
provide power supply redundancy).  

• Increase stocks of spare assets and parts to avoid supply chain lead times.  

• Expand the operating capacity and training of emergency response teams.  

• Evaluate the resource allocation and storm resource staging process in the context of 
potential climate change projections and extreme event scenarios.  

Advance and adapt: Resilience measures designed to have feedback to the resilience planning 
process with the aim of reducing the extent or severity of subsequent climate hazards events. 

• Integrate climate change risk into business-as-usual investment decision-making and risk 
management tools.  

• Reevaluate climate risk vulnerability and related scenarios on a periodic basis.  

• Integrate climate considerations across operating processes, including load forecasting, 
asset management, vegetation management, capacity planning, reliability planning, and 
emergency response. 

These potential resilience measures are intended to complement any existing resilience efforts 
undertaken by CMP such as scheduled aerial inspections of transmission infrastructure, 
monitoring and evaluation of the health of substation infrastructure, or programs focused on 
continuous improvements of worst performing circuits. 
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2.1.2 Kennebunk Light & Power District 10-year climate change protection plan7 

On January 2, 2024, KLPD submitted its climate change protection plan as required under Maine 
statute 35-A §3146. The plan identifies five climate change hazards to which its service territory 
is vulnerable and the potential system impacts.  These are set forth below: 

• Rising sea levels, coastal storm surges, and flooding have the potential to cause permanent 
or temporary inundation of low-lying areas. As noted in the KLPD plan, its service 
territory is vulnerable because it is largely coastal with two rivers flowing through it, the 
Kennebunk and the Mousam. Furthermore, KLPD noted that certain components of its 
infrastructure are located in particularly vulnerable locations. In particular, the Water 
Street substation and its headquarters are located adjacent to the Mousam River and the 
Gulf of Maine intertidal zone. In addition, KLPD’s assets that are east of Route 1 may be 
vulnerable to flooding. Finally, CMP’s feeder that interconnects KLPD to the transmission 
system at Water Street is in a low-lying area that could be flooded. KLPD notes that, 
although it has two substations with interconnections to the grid, neither substation has 
the capacity to carry the load for the entire system. 

• Drought and potential impact on wildfires. According to KLPD, its service territory is 
vulnerable to wildfires because there is significant tree cover and grass plains. As such, 
KLPD’s operations and assets are vulnerable to the risk of wildfire.8  

• High winds and the associated potential to cause destruction of vegetation and assets. 
According to KLPD, the age of some of its distribution poles place them at greater risk of 
wind damage. 

• Ice storms and/or wet heavy snow and the associated effects on assets such as from trees 
that break and topple. 

• High temperatures can degrade the effective capacity of infrastructure while 
simultaneously increasing customer electrical load for cooling. 

According to KLPD, it has taken several resiliency measures to help alleviate some of the hazards 
mentioned above, including the measures described below. 

• Vegetation management program pursuant to which, KLPD would conduct 4-year cycles 
of clearing/managing vegetation.   

 

7 Kennebunk Light & Power District. (2024). Kennebunk Light & Power District, Inquiry Regarding Climate Change 
Protection Plans, Docket No. 2023-00282. 

8 The 2024 fire season with record-breaking drought conditions in Massachusetts, is a reminder of the risk of wildfire 
in both coastal and inland communities in the Northeast. https://www.climate.gov/news-features/event-
tracker/unusual-fire-risk-across-northeast-fall-2024 
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• Storm preparation with support from the York County Emergency Management Agency 
(“YCEMA”) for (i) regular reports on weather and (ii) incident command resources and 
the Town of Kennebunk which provides support through its Public Works, Police, and 
Fire departments. 

• Assistance with outage restoration through the Northeast Public Power Association’s 
(“NPPA”) mutual aid agreement.9  

• Infrastructure upgrades and modernization. KLPD notes that an automated metering 
system is being deployed to reduce the time to identify and respond to outages. In 
addition, capital projects are planned to replace aging poles and conductors to increase 
resilience. Finally, an engineering assessment of the Water Street substation is being 
conducted as well as a larger “infrastructure analysis” to identify further improvements 
to increase reliability. 

As noted above, the KLPD plan is simpler and contemplates less processes than CMP’s.  
However, as required by statute, the utilities (including KLPD) must resubmit their climate 
change protection plans periodically, and it is likely that each iteration will again involve a public 
process and opportunity for engagement by stakeholders. 

2.2 Maine statute 35-A §3147 - integrated grid planning10 

Maine statute 35-A §3147 requires that every five years the MPUC shall initiate a process to 
identify the priorities to be addressed in a filing by a “covered utility” for a 10-year integrated 
grid plan. As defined by the statute, a covered utility is a “large investor-owned transmission and 
distribution utility” and, thus, includes CMP but not KLPD.  These grid plans are intended to be 
designed to improve system reliability and resiliency and enable the cost- effective achievement 
of the State’s greenhouse gas reduction obligations11 and climate policies12. As such, the 
requirements for these plans appear to be somewhat broader than the Climate Change Protection 
Plans discussed above. The statute requires the MPUC to hold conferences and/or workshops 
before the filing of the plans to identify priorities, assumptions, goals, methods, and tools that 
will be used in their development. 

 

9 Northeast Public Power Association. (2025). Mutual aid.  

10 Maine State Legislature. (2025). Title 35-A: PUBLIC UTILITIES, Part 3: ELECTRIC POWER, Chapter 31: GENERAL 
PROVISIONS, Subchapter 2: ENERGY PLANNING; CONSTRUCTION; PURCHASES, §3147. Integrated grid 
planning. 

11 Maine State Legislature. (2025). Title 38: WATERS AND NAVIGATION, Chapter 3-A: CLIMATE CHANGE, §576-A. 

12 Maine State Legislature. (2025). Title 38: WATERS AND NAVIGATION, Chapter 3-A: CLIMATE CHANGE, §577. 
Climate action plan; update. 
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2.2.1 Proceeding on Grid Plan Priorities 

As required by statute, the MPUC initiated this process in the fall of 2022.13 According to an 
MPUC Order issued on July 24, 2024, the process included participation by a “broad range of 
stakeholders” and submission of “detailed comments”. Stakeholders involved in the process 
included the utilities, the GEO, environmental groups such as the Acadia Center, Conservation 
Law Foundation, and Natural Resources Council of Maine, Efficiency Maine Trust, the Island 
Institute, the OPA, and American Association of Retired Persons. The MPUC held several 
meetings and workshops with stakeholders and facilitated presentations by expert entities, 
including the utilities and Berkley Lab, which provided information about grid planning efforts 
across the country.  

Following this process, the MPUC issued an Order that directed the filing of, and identified the 
priorities to be included, in the utilities’ first grid plans. These priorities include: 

• Reliability and resiliency improvements, including (1) investments to maintain or 
improve reliability; (2) reduction of barriers to cost-effective non-wires alternatives; and 
(3) building climate adaptation into the solution mix. 

• Improving data quality and integrity to maximize its use in distribution system planning, 
including by use of advanced metering infrastructure, data mapping, time-series planning 
models, and enhancement of hosting capacity. 

• Promoting flexible management of consumers’ resources and energy consumption, 
including by improving forecasting, supporting integration and use of distributed energy 
resources, and technologies or programs to shift load from system peak. 

The plan development, filing, and subsequent process may drive and determine significant future 
investments in CMP’s system.  As such, it appears to be in the interest of stakeholders and 
communities in the region to be actively involved in the process in order to highlight their 
immediate resiliency-related concerns and priorities, and advocate for adequate solutions.  

The utilities’ plans in accordance with this statute must be filed by January 12, 2026. The MPUC 
directed that, during the plan development period (which is ongoing), utilities must hold at least 
three stakeholder meetings and must document the input received, including the extent to which 
input was or was not incorporated. In addition, the statute requires there to be a public comment 
period following the filings of the grid plans and directs the MPUC to require the utilities to 
address any deficiencies in their plans. 

 

13 MPUC. (2024). Case 2022-00322. 
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Information about CMP’s grid plan and the plan development process, including how to 
participate in the process, is available on CMP’s website.14 

2.3 An Act Relating to Energy Storage and the State's Energy Goals 

Pursuant to recently enacted Maine law (P.L. 2023, Ch. 374, “An Act Relating to Energy Storage 
and the State's Energy Goals”, (“the Act”)), the GEO was directed to “evaluate designs for a 
program to procure commercially available utility-scale energy storage systems connected to the 
T&D systems,” and to “provide its recommendations to the MPUC for a program to procure up 
to 200 megawatts of energy storage capacity.”   

The Act directs the GEO to consider programs that are likely to be cost-effective for ratepayers 
and consistent with certain specified objectives including: (1) improved reliability and resiliency; 
(2) delivery of renewable electricity to customers; (3) maximizing the value of federal incentives. 

2.3.1 Governor’s Energy Office Energy Storage Report and Recommendations 

In December 2024, GEO issued its report and recommendations for a Maine Energy Storage 
Program pursuant to the Act. The GEO report includes information about the attributes of various 
energy storage technologies, assesses the costs and benefits of an energy storage program, and 
presents program design alternatives. The GEO recommends that the MPUC implement a 
competitive procurement program for energy storage projects consistent with the 
recommendations in its report.15 

Although the goals of this program are broader than resiliency, i.e., they include economic and 
environmental benefits, resiliency and reliability must be considered. Moreover, energy storage 
projects that may primarily be intended to provide other types of benefits, such as economic 
benefits, may also enhance resiliency. Thus, the program could prove to be a useful vehicle to 
advance and fund projects that are beneficial to communities in the region. As noted above, the 
GEO report includes a recommendation for the MPUC to initiate a procurement process for 
storage projects. This process, if initiated, and any associated procurement design and solicitation 
processes that may follow should continue to be monitored as they move forward. If the process 
is initiated, communities should attempt to work with developers to participate in procurements.  

2.4 Summary of statutory provisions and requirements 

The statutory requirements and processes outlined above are summarized in Figure 2 below. For 
greater detail on stakeholder opportunities see Section 4. 

 

14 CMP. (2025). CMP Grid and Climate Planning. 

15 The Act directs the MPUC to “… upon finding the proposed program reasonably likely to achieve the objectives 
established in subsection 1, …. take steps to implement the program in accordance with any applicable 
authority the commission may have under law and may submit to the joint standing committee of the 
Legislature having jurisdiction over energy matters recommendations for any changes to law needed to allow 
the commission to fully implement the program.”   
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Figure 2: Opportunities for stakeholders in statutory provisions and requirements 

 

 

Proceeding Stakeholder opportunity 

Maine statute 35-A §3146 - 
climate change protection 

plan 

Statute requires the MPUC 
to establish a process that 

allows interested parties to 
give input on these plans 

Maine statute 35-A §3147 - 
integrated grid planning 

The plan is scheduled to be 
filed in January 2026 and is 

required to be open to 
stakeholder review and 

input during and after its 
filing 

P.L. 2023, Ch. 374, An Act 
Relating to Energy Storage 

and the State's Energy Goals 

Potential opportunity to 
participate in competitive 
procurement program for 

storage projects 
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3 State and regional policy documents 

Several State bodies across Maine have released policy documents that discuss some of the key 
threats to energy reliability and outline strategies to achieve energy resiliency. LEI have 
categorized these documents by their content (See Figure 3). Documents such as the Maine 
Energy Plan 2025 and Maine Won’t Wait 2024-2028 directly reference energy resilience strategies 
which can be used to support the SMPDC’s own energy resilience plan. Climate resilience 
strategies and vulnerability assessments are also relevant for the purposes of this study. Many of 
the strategies considered in climate resilience documents are directly linked to energy resilience. 
For example, reducing flood risks helps to secure greater energy resilience. Similarly, the 
identification of vulnerabilities can be beneficial to energy resilience. Understanding where and 
why different climate risks occur helps to focus energy resilience efforts in the most impactful 
locations. In this respect, energy resilience planning should be guided by the objectives, goals, 
strategies, and actions outlined in each of the policy documents discussed in this section.  

Figure 3: Policy document content 

Policy document 
Energy 

resilience 
strategy 

Climate 
resilience 
strategy 

Vulnerability 
assessment and 
identification 

Maine Energy Plan 2025 ✔ ✔  

Maine Won’t Wait 2024-2028 ✔ ✔  

York County Hazard Mitigation Plan 2022  ✔ ✔ 

Infrastructure Rebuilding and Resilience 
Commission Interim Report 2024 

 ✔  

  

3.1 Maine Energy Plan 202516 

The Maine Energy Plan (“MEP”) was released by the Maine GEO in January 2025 as required by 
Maine statute 2 §9.17 The MEP outlines objectives, strategies, and key actions that are needed to 
ensure affordable, reliable, and clean energy for Maine. The MEP is built upon a technical report18 
outlining achievable pathways to 100% clean energy by 2040 and an 18-month stakeholder 

 

16 Maine Governor’s Energy Office. (2025). Maine Energy Plan. 

17 Maine State Legislature. (2025). Title 2: EXECUTIVE, Chapter 1: GOVERNOR, §9. Governor's Energy Office. 

18 Maine Governor’s Energy Office. (2025). Maine Pathways to 2040: Analysis and Insights. 
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engagement process with numerous business groups, consumer representatives, environmental 
and other advocates, workforce development and educational institutions, and state and local 
leaders. 

There are five key objectives set forth in the MEP: Objective A seeks to deliver affordable energy 
for Maine people and businesses, Objective B seeks to ensure Maine’s energy systems are reliable 
and resilient in the face of growing challenges, Objective C seeks to responsibly advance clean 
energy, Objective D seeks to deploy efficient technologies to reduce energy costs, and Objective 

E expand clean energy career opportunities for Maine people and advance innovation.  

Objective B is particularly relevant to developing an energy resilience plan for the region. 
Objective B has 6 key strategy actions that are outlined below. 

Strategy 1: Establish ambitious, data-driven targets for energy resilience 

• Collect trend data on local electricity outages and grid vulnerabilities, and engage 
residents, community leaders, and critical facility operators to understand system 
weaknesses.  

• Collaborate with the Infrastructure Rebuilding and Resilience Commission (“IRRC”)19 
and other State entities to launch an online disaster data service that centralizes existing 
regional and community-level hazard, risk, and vulnerability information.  

• Identify, monitor, and plan for delivered fuel resilience risks, including vulnerabilities 
related to fuel supply, access, and delivery.  

• Connect vulnerable communities with State and federal resources and technical assistance 
opportunities, including through the Resilience Office in the newly created Maine Office 
of Community Affairs20, the U.S. Department of Energy, and national laboratories to 
increase energy resiliency. 

Strategy 2: Increase coordination and information-sharing across energy-related emergency 
management and resilience entities 

 

19 The IRRC was established in May 2024 and its 24 members are charged with reviewing and evaluating Maine’s 
response to the recent storms, identifying crucial areas for near-term investment and policy needs, and 
developing the state’s first long-term infrastructure plan to ensure that Maine is ready for the harsh storms 
ahead.  

Maine Governor’s Office of Policy Innovation and the Future. (2025). Infrastructure Rebuilding and Resilience 
Commission. 

20 There is currently little information available on the Maine Office Community Affairs. The agency has no website 
accessible.  
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• Identify, develop, and share strategies to streamline and improve information sharing and 
coordination between municipal leaders, emergency managers and officials, and residents 
during extreme weather and other disruptive events.  

• Coordinate the use of renewable energy sources (i.e. solar and battery storage) to supply 
and power emergency response entities and relief organizations during extreme weather 
and other disruptive events. 

Strategy 3: Deploy targeted resources to advance innovative and modern resilience solutions 
including microgrids 

• Leverage microgrids powered by renewable energy to supply power to communities 
during extreme weather and other disruptive events.  

• Explore deployment of innovative resilience solutions and the expansion of redundant 
energy systems.  

• Strengthen resilience options, solutions, and support for impacted communities including 
remote, island, and Tribal communities, as well as disadvantaged and low-income 
communities and those households heating with coal and kerosene.  

• Implement the Federal Grid Innovation Program and other grid modernization efforts 
through projects that improve grid reliability and resilience using advanced technologies 
and innovative partnerships and approaches 

Strategy 4: Leverage innovative technologies including energy storage to increase resilience 
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions 

• Deploy energy storage systems to supply power during energy disruptions, decrease 
costs by supplying power when grid electricity is the most expensive, and store energy to 
be utilized when intermittent clean energy resources may not be as abundantly available.  

• Decrease community dependency on centralized power sources through the continued 
deployment of distributed generation resources and energy storage systems.  

• Target critical infrastructure for energy upgrades, including heating and cooling shelters, 
emergency and healthcare facilities, and utilities, as well as vulnerable populations to 
bolster structural and community resilience. 

Strategy 5: Strengthen planning and engagement by utilities to identify and address climate 
and resilience threats cost-effectively 

• Coordinate with, and assess the plans of, the State’s transmission and distribution utilities 
as they prepare and submit 10-year Climate Change Protection Plans to the Maine PUC, 
pursuant to Public Law 2021, chapter 702.  

• Encourage stakeholder engagement and community input to ensure solutions are 
affordable and in the public interest. 
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Strategy 6: Advance partnerships and coordination to enhance Maine’s energy security and 
maximize relevant federal and other funding opportunities 

• Update and refine Maine’s State Energy Security Plan in accordance with federal 
requirements.  

• Implement the Maine Grid Resilience Grant Program and coordinate funding pathways 
to further support energy resiliency for Maine communities, including rural and island 
communities and Tribal governments.  

• Provide technical and project management assistance to support communities in 
navigating State and federal grant program applications and execution processes.  

• Launch project Flexible Interconnections and Resilience for Maine and collaborate with 
Maine utilities to increase the flexibility, efficiency, and reliability of the grid; expand 
transmission capacity; and drive the deployment of distributed energy resources and 
other grid-edge devices located at the boundary between the centralized electric grid and 
end-users (smart meters, battery storage systems, solar panels, etc.). 

The MEP is designed to be used by a broad range of organizations and is required to be updated 
every 2 years. The MEP can be used by legislators to inform energy related legislation, by utilities 
to align grid upgrades with state energy goals; by municipal governments to build energy 
resilience; and by businesses to anticipate policies and infrastructure investments. The MEP and 
particularly the aforementioned Objective B and its accompanying strategies should be 
considered in the SMDPC’s planning process as they provide high-level recommendations and 
pathways to achieve energy reliability and resilience.  In this respect, we would also recommend 
engaging with the GEO on the current energy resilience planning by extending an invitation to a 
forthcoming community engagement or stakeholder technical workshop. The goal of such 
engagement would be to raise awareness on the project and improve understanding of 
mechanisms (ongoing or future) made available under Objective B to support stakeholders and 
efforts to improve energy resilience within SMPDC communities.  

3.2 Maine Won’t Wait 2024-202821 

Maine Won’t Wait (“MWW”) is a four-year plan for climate action created by the Maine Climate 
Council (“MCC”). The MCC was created in 2019 and consists of an assembly of scientists, 
industry leaders, bipartisan local and State officials, and engaged citizens.22 The current MWW 
plan seeks to address the impacts of climate change on Maine, build resilience to climate effects, 
and meet State statutory targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  

Four goals and seven strategies to achieve these goals are set forth in the MWW plan. The four 
goals are as follows. Goal 1 seeks to reduce Maine’s greenhouse gas emissions. Goal 2 seeks to 

 

21 Maine Climate Council. (2024). Maine Won’t Wait. 

22 Maine Governor’s Office of Policy Innovation and the Future. (2025). Maine Climate Council. 
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strengthen resilience to climate impacts. Goal 3 seeks to create jobs and economic prosperity. 
Goal 4 seeks to bring climate action to all Maine people.  

Goal 2, which looks at strengthening energy resilience, is particularly relevant for the purposes 
of the SMPDC producing an energy resilience report. All of the above goals are supported by 
seven strategies that contain useful actions for the purposes of strengthening energy resilience. 
The seven strategies and their actions to support energy resilience are discussed in more detail 
below. 

Strategy A – Embrace the future of transportation in Maine: This strategy seeks to increase EV 
and zero emission medium- and heavy-duty vehicle (“MHDV”) adoption, invest in public 
transport, and improve the resilience of Maine's transportation system23.  

• The MWW plan strategizes several ways to increase EV adoption. Namely, lower the cost 
of EVs and MHDVs, expand public charging locations, launch awareness and education 
campaigns, and advance policies that make EVs and MHDVs more attractive to 
customers. Increased EV and MHDV adoption can benefit energy resilience. EVs and 
MHDVs can provide backup power in a vehicle-to-grid setting. Greater EV and MHDV 
penetration puts less stress and reliance on fossil fuel plants and smart charging at off-
peak hours can avoid grid overloads. 

• The MWW outlines several ways to invest in the transportation system. Strategies such as 
launching transit pilot projects, improving transit experience and efficiency, increasing 
awareness of public transport options, and identifying and mapping priority routes for 
walking and biking, may all work to increase energy resilience via a stronger public 
transport system. Investment in public transport can benefit energy resilience. A bolstered 
public transportation system can reduce total energy demand, lower pressure on the 
electric grid, and reduce dependence on fossil fuels. 

• The MWW plan suggests investment in programs that strengthen and protect 
transportation infrastructure, redesign/relocation of vulnerable transportation 
infrastructure, and advance modelling tools to identify vulnerable transportation 
infrastructure. Greater resilience in the Maine transportation system can benefit energy 
resilience. Resilient transport networks help to ensure continuous fuel deliveries, enable 
faster mobilization after outages or natural disasters, and electrified transit stations can be 
used as energy nodes providing charging, shelter, and communications in emergencies. 

Strategy B – Modernize Maine’s buildings: This strategy seeks to make homes and businesses 
more energy efficient and establish systems to support rapid adoption and compliance with 
climate friendly building codes.  

 

23 This aligns with some of the work already carried out by the SMPDC, such as the creation of a Municipal EV Toolkit 
to raise awareness about  the opportunities available to electrify municipal fleet. 
https://www.mainecleancommunities.org/municipal-ev-toolkit. 
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• The MWW plan strategizes several ways to increase energy efficiency in homes and 
businesses. Install 175,000 additional highly efficient heat pumps in Maine homes and 
businesses by 2027. Weatherize 35,000 homes by 2030. Extend funding and financing for 
weatherization and heating systems. Increase participation in energy efficiency programs. 
Provide robust information about the benefits of energy-efficient appliances. Retrofit and 
build 1,500 energy-efficient affordable housing units per year. Create new incentives to 
encourage the purchase of manufactured homes that meet the new U.S. Department of 
Energy Zero-Energy Ready Home standards. Take steps that allow renters to avail 
themselves of the benefits of energy efficiency and clean energy. Buildings (whether 
homes or businesses) that are more energy efficient help to support energy resilience. 
Energy efficient buildings reduce energy demand and the likelihood of blackouts, provide 
comfortable shelter in case of outages for long periods of time, free up grid capacity for 
critical services during outages, and support concepts of distributed energy and 
microgrids. 

• The MWW plan lists several ways to establish systems that support climate friendly 
building codes. Firstly, the plan suggests moving responsibility for building code 
adoption, compliance, and training from the State Fire Marshal’s Office to the new Maine 
Office of Community Affairs (“MOCA”). Additionally, the plan suggests supporting 
contractors and code enforcement officers through training and technical assistance and 
evaluate the benefits and feasibility of contractor certification or licensing in establishing 
a consistent level of education and compliance with Maine’s energy code across the 
building community. The establishment of systems to support rapid adoption and 
compliance with climate friendly building codes can benefit energy resilience. Climate 
friendly building codes can require thermal resilience (beneficial during outages) and can 
be used to integrate solar, batteries, and microgrid setups, all of which bolster energy 
resilience. Climate friendly building codes will also lower energy demand (resulting in 
less stress on the grid). 

Strategy C – Transition to clean energy: This strategy seeks to decrease energy burdens, plan 
and build a resilient clean energy grid, and manage the impact of buildings, vehicles, and 
industry on the grid. 

• The MWW plan suggests several ways to decrease energy burdens. Strategies include 
setting a target for reducing the energy burden for low-income residents by January 2026, 
expanding financing and ownership models for Maine people and businesses to access 
clean energy and energy efficiency opportunities, launching an energy coaches’ program 
to help people understand their options for meeting their energy needs through grants, 
rebates, or other incentives, expanding education and outreach for programs that increase 
access to clean energy, and funding core energy assistance programs for low-income 
families. Decreased energy burdens lead to greater energy resilience. An energy burden 
is the proportion of household income that is spent on energy. Lower energy burdens 
mean households have greater financial flexibility to react to natural disasters or outages 
and can invest in more energy resilient technologies. Lower energy burdens can equate to 
decreased load demand which helps grid stability. 
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• A resilient clean energy grid is one of the actions of Strategy C. The MWW plan suggests 
several ways to achieve this. Establish a regular schedule of competitive clean energy 
purchases to occur at least every two years. Invest in a sustainable, Maine-based offshore 
wind industry to position Maine as a leader in the industry. Improve, modernize, and 
expedite the process for connecting clean energy projects to the distribution system. 
Maximize the use of federal funds for priority clean energy infrastructure projects. Help 
communities plan for clean energy through new stakeholder-informed resources such as 
model ordinances and best practices for increasing energy resilience. Improve the 
efficiency, predictability, and transparency of state siting and permitting processes while 
providing meaningful public engagement opportunities. Plan for future grid needs at 
both the transmission and distribution levels, including growth and increased resilience 
to storm impacts, with input from Maine people, businesses, utilities, and other 
stakeholders. Encourage highly efficient combined heat and power production facilities 
that can reduce emissions at industrial businesses and large institutions in Maine. Monitor 
and evaluate market trends and policies regarding clean fuels, including hydrogen and 
bio-based fuels. Examine how to align electricity-sector greenhouse gas emissions 
accounting consistent with the best regional practices to continue driving increased clean 
electricity in Maine and across the regional electricity system. 

• The MWW plan strategizes several ways to manage the impact of buildings, vehicles, and 
industry on the grid. Namely, adopt technology to provide transparent price signals that 
help enable markets to balance electricity demand from homes, businesses, and industrial 
facilities with supply. Management may also include expansion of programs, markets, 
and regulations that help customers participate in demand-management initiatives and 
the tracking of participation in these programs by income. Lastly, the launch of an 
education and communications campaign around the opportunities and benefits of 
demand-management initiatives will benefit energy resilience. Managing the impact of 
buildings, vehicles, and industry on the grid with innovative demand-management and 
load-flexibility strategies will help to achieve energy resilience by reducing stress on the 
grid, enabling flexible load management, and supporting DERs and microgrids. 

Strategy D – Create jobs and grow Maine’s economy through climate action: This strategy seeks 
to innovate with natural resources and clean technologies that help reduce emissions and increase 
resilience to climate impacts, help Maine businesses and natural resource industries succeed in 
the global climate and clean energy economy, and strengthen and grow Maine’s climate-ready 
workforce. 

• The MWW plan outlines several actions that can help natural resource and clean energy 
technology innovation in Maine. Accelerate the timeline to bring climate friendly 
technologies to market in Maine. Attract more private sector investment for Maine 
technologies offering climate solutions. Cultivate new business creation in Maine’s 
climate, clean energy and natural resources industries. Bolster climate resilience in Maine. 
Help Maine businesses take advantage of electrification, efficiency, EV, and clean-
manufacturing business incentives. Encouraging natural resource and clean energy 
technology innovation in Maine as well as helping Maine businesses and workforce 
succeed in the clean energy economy will positively impact energy resilience in Maine. 
This strategy reduces dependence on fossil fuels which benefits energy resilience. Cleaner 
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technologies are generally more adaptable to extreme weather.24 The local innovation will 
also allow for faster adoption of energy efficient technologies and strengthen the local 
economy, allowing for more investment in resilience. 

Strategy F – Build healthy and resilient communities: This strategy seeks to increase local 
climate resilience, improve preparation for natural disasters and climate change, and expand 
funding for climate adaption. 

• The MWW plan strategizes ways to increase climate resilience; expand investment in 
grants and assistance to communities; help communities strengthen communication 
networks before, during, and after disasters; and distribute guidance with communities 
to help reduce vulnerabilities. Climate resilience and energy resilience are closely linked. 
Climate resilience protects energy infrastructure from extreme weather. Climate resilient 
buildings require less energy. Climate resilience includes diversified energy resources 
which benefit energy resilience. Climate resilience and energy resilience are often one and 
the same. 

• The MWW suggests increasing capacity for disaster planning and management, 
supporting planning and decision-making that reduces exposure to natural hazards and 
climate vulnerabilities, and establishing a framework for measuring the effectiveness and 
equity of adaptation and resilience actions. Improved preparation for natural disasters 
and climate change is a good thing for energy resilience. This may include stronger energy 
infrastructure, and backup systems, diversified energy sources, all of which benefit 
energy resilience. 

• The MWW suggests expanding finance options to ensure sustainable funding and 
financing for climate-ready infrastructure and adaptation projects and to simplify and 
coordinate state grant application processes, including a common access portal for 
information about state grant programs, by 2026. Funding for climate adaptation may 
have several energy resiliency benefits. Climate adaptation may include upgraded energy 
infrastructure, investment in distributed energy systems or microgrids, building 
efficiency, alternative energy sources. All of these would also benefit energy resilience. 

The MWW outlines several next steps in advancing the goals and strategies outlined in the plan. 
Namely, leverage a variety of financing sources—existing and new, private and public, local, 
state, and federal to support transformation. The MCC recommends that the state develop a long-
term funding plan and investment strategy to support the implementation of MWW goals, 
including the financial tools needed to make sure all Maine people have access to clean energy 
and energy efficiency improvements. Progress towards Maine's climate and energy goals are 
tracked by the MCC who release an annual report that highlights the actions taken through each 
strategy. The goals and strategies discussed in detail above provide an excellent foundation upon 
which to build the SMPDC’s energy resilience plan. They also serve as foundations for new 

 

24 NREL. (2025). Extreme weather events. 
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legislation such as the current LD 1: An Act to Increase Storm Preparedness for Maine's 
Communities, Homes and Infrastructure.25 

3.3 York County Hazard Mitigation Plan 202226 

This hazard mitigation plan (“HMP”) prepared by the York County Emergency Management 
Agency (“YCEMA”) complies with the federal requirements under the Stafford Act which states 
that a mitigation plan is required as a condition of receipt of federal funding for hazard mitigation 
measures.27 The YCEMA worked with several Maine State Agencies and the council of 
governments that serves all of York County to produce the HMP. The YCEMA also sought 
stakeholder participation and input from local emergency directors and other officials. 

The HMP performs a risk assessment of flooding, severe spring/summer storm, severe 
fall/winter storm, wildfires, and drought in York County, and details the potential impacts 
resulting from each hazard as well as the vulnerability of existing buildings, infrastructure, and 
critical facilities. Most relevant for the purposes of this memo is the HMPs discussion on hazard 
mitigation strategies which can be used to bolster climate resilience in York County. The HMP 
identifies 5 goals, each with their own underlying objectives and actions which may benefit 
climate resilience in York County.  

The 5 natural hazard mitigation goals include Goal 1: Minimize damage, injury, and loss of life, 
Goal 2: Protect economic vitality of businesses, Goal 3: Ensure continuity of County and local 
government operations, Goal 4: Make Efficient Use of Public Funds for Hazard Mitigation, and 
Goal 5: Raise Public Awareness of and Support for Hazard Mitigation. Goals 1-3 and their 
underlying objectives and actions are useful to consider in this memo as they relate to climate 
resilience measures that would concurrently benefit energy resilience.  

Goal 1 Minimize damage, injury, and loss of life:  

• Discouraging future developments in hazard prone areas will help to improve future 
energy resilience because it will minimize the impact of future natural disasters on energy 
systems. This can be achieved by detailing local inventories of hazard prone areas and 
educating property owners and developers on the risks of development in said areas. 

• Improving the post-disaster reporting systems can help energy resiliency because it 
allows communities to quickly identify where outages have occurred and what critical 
services need assistance. Actions suggested by the HMP include creating a countywide 
post-disaster reporting system and establishing volunteer corps and citizen reporters. 

 

25 Legiscan. (2025). ME LD1 | 2025-2026 | 132nd Legislature 

26 York Maine. (2022). Emergency Management Plans. 

27 Federal Emergency Management Agency. (2013). The Stafford Act. 
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Goal 2 Protect economic vitality of businesses: 

• Ensuring that infrastructure is fully restored as quickly as possible after disasters occur is 
an important part of energy resiliency. This can be achieved by creating and maintaining 
a database of critical infrastructure, and enacting plans for restoring functionality of 
priority infrastructure 

Goal 3 Ensure continuity of County and local government operations: 

• Developing formal arrangements for sharing of facilities and equipment in case of 
disasters can be a useful way to build energy resilience by spreading the use of limited 
energy across key facilities. Actions to achieve this include creating an electronic database 
of countywide inventory of facilities and equipment, identifying inventory items most at 
risk for each hazard type, and instituting procedures for sharing facilities and equipment. 

• Encouraging localities to develop, adopt, and implement a hazard mitigation plan will 
benefit both climate and energy resilience by establishing a set of goals and objectives that 
tackle climate and energy related problems. Hazard mitigation plans can be encouraged 
by providing municipalities with useful data points and assisting them in collecting 
inventory data in their own region. 

 

3.4 Infrastructure Rebuilding and Resilience Commission Interim Report 202428  

Following a series of extreme storm events in Maine between December 2023 and January 2024, 
the Maine Infrastructure Rebuilding and Resilience Commission (“IRRC”) was established and 
charged with recommending strategies to reduce the risk of damage from extreme storms and 
floods, and actions to improve Maine’s ability to respond and recover from future disasters.29 
This interim report will be used to identify near-term rebuilding and resilience priorities that will 
be used to build a final long term resilience plan no later than May 15th, 2025.30 

The IRRC engaged with communities, industries, and organizations across Maine to understand 
challenges following storms; identify and bridge gaps in resources like funding, financing, and 
insurance; find ways to improve the resilience of energy systems; propose new approaches to 
improve disaster recovery and response; and strengthen resilience support at the State, regional, 
and local levels. The IRRC provides twelve recommendations in their interim report. Actions 8 
and 9 are directly relevant to energy resilience in Maine.  

 

28 Infrastructure Rebuilding and Resilience Commission. (2024). Interim report. 

29 Governor’s Office of policy Innovation and the Future. (2024). Infrastructure Rebuilding and Resilience Commission. 

30 Maine Office of Governor Janet T. Mills. (2024). Executive Order 8: An Order Establishing the Maine Infrastructure 
Rebuilding and Resilience Commission. 
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Action 8 Improve and protect energy infrastructure and increase energy resilience for 
customers: 

• This action refers directly to energy resilience. It can be achieved in multiple ways. Collect 
and publish trend data on electricity outages and grid vulnerabilities. Engage residents, 
community leaders, and critical facility operators to understand vulnerabilities. Enable 
the adoption of clean-energy technologies, such as microgrids, that enhance storm 
resilience, especially for critical services and facilities that serve vulnerable populations. 
Address winter energy reliability, volatility, and cost concerns for electricity generation 
and delivery of fuels for home heating. 

Action 9 Review State and local regulatory processes for opportunities to support resilience 
and efficient post-disaster rebuilding:  

• Bolstering state and local regulatory processes to support energy resilience is useful for 
the purposes of this memo. The report suggests multiple ways to achieve this action. 
Namely, balance environmental protections with expediency for disaster recovery and 
flexibility for building with resilience by expanding options for permit-by-rule, and 
develop and incentivize adoption of model ordinances that help communities protect 
the environment and reduce risks from flooding and other natural hazards. 

 

It is important to note that, although the processes described in Sections 2 and 3 provide potential 
paths for project development and funding, it is in the interest of stakeholders to actively 
participate so that local concerns and projects can be highlighted. Indeed, certain key, ongoing 
programs actively encourage such participation. By way of example, Section 2 above describes 
Climate Change Protection and Integrated Grid Plans for the Maine utilities. These Plans may 
influence significant utility infrastructure development and investment across the State. 
Typically, the costs of projects like these would be recovered in the rates of the investing utility, 
subject to review and approval by the MPUC. Because utility rates are not geographically 
differentiated, costs would be spread across the utility’s entire customer base. Stated another way, 
in the case of CMP for example, ratepayers in York County pay for infrastructure and investments 
in Franklin County and vice versa. Furthermore, recommendations regarding funding 
opportunities should be treated with caution as federally funded programs for energy resilience, 
climate resilience, and disaster recovery face challenges under the current administration.   
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4 Local resiliency interests and synergies with State and Federal 
programs 

4.1 Local Concerns and Interests 

The LEI Team is engaging with stakeholders in the region to better understand local resiliency-
related concerns and priorities and gather information about existing and planned regional 
initiatives. Stakeholders from a variety of organizations attended an initial workshop held in 
February 2025, including YCEMA, Gulf of Maine Research Institute, Sanford Regional Economic 
Growth Council, Heart of Biddeford, KLPD, Revision Energy, York County Community Action 
Corporation, Towns of Parsonsfield and Kittery, and Fiber Materials. Additional workshops are 
planned, and stakeholder input will continue to be gathered throughout this process. Attendees 
at the February workshop provided their perspectives on a range of local concerns and interests 
as well as on ongoing and planned initiatives in their communities. At a high level, concerns 
expressed were related to power outages (most notably storm-related outages) and the utilities’ 
response; associated planning, communication, and coordination with local entities such as 
emergency management agencies; backup power supply, including emergency generation at 
critical facilities; and projects related to climate change and electrification.   

At this initial workshop, stakeholders also shared some thoughts and perceptions about power 
outages and the importance of resiliency. These thoughts and perceptions provide helpful context 
in terms of the focus for future efforts. For example, stakeholders noted:  

• Outages have increased in frequency due to snow and windstorms and this trend is 
expected to continue 

• The need for increased resilience in the region is real and widespread  

• Resiliency measures that would benefit communities in the region range from localized 
projects (e.g., locally sited generation and/or energy storage) to projects and investments 
that would provide broader, system resilience (e.g., strengthening or providing 
redundancy within the utility distribution system) 

• Federal funding may be uncertain 

• The need for raising awareness within the community and greater collaboration among 
stakeholders 

4.2 Potential synergies and opportunities 

There are numerous synergies and opportunities available to communities. While not all of these 
opportunities might translate into financial support for resilience related projects, engaging with 
the various initiatives and programs would enable stakeholders to provide critical feedback and 
voice any concerns that might shape up the design of the programs to consider particular 
constraints or address issues directly relevant to the communities. The key opportunities are 
summarized in Figure 4. 
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Figure 4. Summary of potential synergies and opportunities 

Proceeding Stakeholder opportunity How to get involved 

Maine statute 35-A §3146 - 
climate change protection 

plan 

Statute requires the MPUC 
to establish a process that 

allows interested parties to 
give input on these plans 

MPUC general 
information: How to 

Participate 
MPUC case number:  

Case 2023-00282 
CMP how to register: CMP 
Grid and Climate Planning 

Maine statute 35-A §3147 - 
integrated grid planning 

The plan is scheduled to be 
filed in January 2026 and is 

required to be open to 
stakeholder review and 

input during and after its 
filing 

MPUC case number: 
Case 2022-00322 Case 

2022-00322. 
CMP how to register: CMP 
Grid and Climate Planning 

P.L. 2023, Ch. 374, An Act 
Relating to Energy Storage 

and the State's Energy Goals 

Potential opportunity to 
participate in competitive 
procurement program for 

storage projects 

No information currently 
available – Recommendation 
to actively engage with GEO 

to better understand 
available opportunities for 

municipalities/stakeholders 
to take part in procurement 

process 

Maine Energy Plan 
Alignment of Objective B 

with SMPDC’s energy 
resilience Plan 

Recommendation to engage 
with GEO (and Governor’s 
Office of Policy Innovation 
and the Future) to gather 

insights on concrete 
grant/financial support  

opportunities for integration 
in the resilience strategy  

Maine Won’t Wait 2024-2028 
Leverage report’s 

recommendations for energy 
plan development 

Track annual report from 
MCC to gain insights on 
Government’s focus - for 
potential alignment with 

resilience plan 
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5 Conclusion 

In conclusion, the LEI Team highlights two key points that it hopes stakeholders and 
communities in the region will take away: 

There are important, ongoing resiliency-related processes at the State level that are open to and 
even encourage stakeholder involvement. These processes present opportunities for the region to 
highlight its concerns and advocate investments that could benefit its communities. Without such 
advocacy, attention (and funding) might be directed at interests and projects in other parts of the 
State.  

Energy resilience planning should be guided by the objectives, goals, strategies, and actions 
outlined in each of the four policy documents in Section 3. Recommendations regarding funding 
opportunities should be treated with caution as Federal programs for energy resilience, climate 
resilience, and disaster recovery face challenges under the current administration. We 
nonetheless recommend engaging with GEO to keep abreast of latest developments. 

Task 2A represents one of four components of a regional energy resilience assessment report 
being compiled in collaboration with SMPDC. The remaining components include Task 2B, a grid 
reliability analysis, Task 2C, a cost assessment of power outages, and Task 2D, a microgrid 
feasibility analysis.  As noted above, stakeholder engagement will continue to be a priority 
throughout this project.  
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