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Stephanie Carver takes reins at Southern Maine Planning and Development 

Commission as the nonprofit organization celebrates its 60th anniversary 

 

Saco, Maine…After an extensive search, Stephanie Carver has taken the reins as 

executive director of Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission (SMPDC) 

replacing long-time Executive Director Paul Schumacher who stepped down this 

summer. The decision to hire her was a unanimous one by SMPDC’s Board of Directors. 

SMPDC was founded 60 years ago to provide planning and economic development 

services to municipalities located in Southern Maine - offering a coordinated effort for 

land use, smart growth, resource management, environmental sustainability, and 

transportation planning.   

Carver served as SMPDC Transportation Director starting in 2020. She is a veteran 

planner with a masters in urban and regional planning and has led significant 

transportation efforts for SMPDC. 

Carver says, “I am thrilled to take the reins from Paul. He has brought together an 
incredibly talented group of professionals, creating an organization that both 
encourages innovation and supports the needs of our municipal membership. I look 
forward to building on this approach, working with our local, state and federal partners 
to continue to bring valuable financial resources, innovation and expertise to the 
region.” 
 
According to Schumacher, “With Stephanie’s competency and experience, I can’t think 

of a better choice to lead our talented and creative staff into the future.” 

About Stephanie Carver 

Before joining SMPDC, Carver worked as the Planning Director for the Greater Portland 

Council of Governments, and served as a municipal planner in several towns in 

Massachusetts. Growing up in the New Hampshire seacoast, she graduated from 

Wheaton College in Massachusetts and holds a Masters in Urban and Regional Planning 

from the University of New Orleans. For the last four years, she’s led the expansion of 

SMPDC’s Municipal Planning Organization (MPO) from five to nine municipalities to 

coordinate transportation projects in the region with the Maine Department of 



Transportation (DOT). She has also led the Joint Land Use Study (JLUS), the 

collaborative planning initiative between Kittery and the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

(PNS) to address transportation, workforce housing, land use and climate/economic 

resilience.  

About Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission 
Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission (SMPDC) is a non-partisan 
nonprofit and regional planning agency that cultivates thriving, sustainable 
communities and strengthens local governments by leading land use and transportation 
planning, and economic development for 39 member cities and towns in Southern 
Maine. The agency was founded in 1964 to provide planning and economic development 
services to municipalities located in York, southern Oxford and Cumberland Counties. 
SMPDC offers a coordinated effort for land use, smart growth, resource management, 
environmental sustainability, and transportation planning. For more information, 
please visit www.smpdc.org. 
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