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New Program In Sanford Will Improve Access to High Speed Internet
For Participants
The pilot program is a result of a partnership between SMPDC, Goodall Memorial
Library, and Sanford Community Adult Education

Sanford, Maine...Southern Maine Planning and Development (SMPDC), along with
Goodall Library and Sanford Community Adult Education, has launched a Digital
Device Distribution pilot program focused on Sanford, which will provide access to high
speed internet service for participating Sanford residents. The program is funded by a
grant from the Maine Connectivity Authority. The project involves distributing portable
wireless internet hotspots with bundled internet subscriptions and in some cases,
supplying laptops and iPads to adult education students and library patrons. The
program began in Sanford mid-September and will help to advance the region-wide
Digital Inclusion Plan drafted by the York County Digital Inclusion Coalition in 2023 by
ensuring that students and families have reliable access to the internet.

The regional program was first rolled out in summer and fall in Biddeford with some
fifty individuals served after receiving hotspots with bundled subscriptions. SMPDC’s
Director of Strategic Initiatives, James Rather, is overseeing the regional broadband
program. Says Rather, “We’ve heard many stories about folks having to park their
vehicles at a local McDonalds or town hall parking lot in order to use free wi-fi service
because of a lack of reliable home internet service, or an inability to afford an internet
subscription. This program will help participants complete their educational studies and
gain the skills needed to bolster Maine’s economy, and with future infusions of state and
federal dollars, will provide a model that can be scaled up to serve many more
households.”

Nicole Clark, Assistant Director of the Goodall Memorial Library, says “People tend to
have an image in their minds of public libraries being a place to check out books, but in
this day and age they are so much more than that. Libraries are a vital place of access for
their communities - access to information, to education, to entertainment, to
technology, and to human connection. Through our recent collaboration with SMPDC
and Sanford Adult Ed, we are able to enhance that access for members of our shared



community beyond the library's walls, and we could not be more thrilled with the
positive impact it has already had on the wonderful students who received devices. We
will continue to strive to enrich our community by empowering the people who are most
in need.”

Sanford Community Adult Education Director Jayne Perkins says, “With these laptops,
each student has been able to access vital resources, complete assignments with greater
ease, and explore a wealth of learning opportunities. This support has empowered them
to engage more fully in their studies, enhance their digital literacy, and reach new
milestones in their learning journey. The positive impact of this gift is already evident in
their increased confidence and enthusiasm. A student recently shared, ‘I never win
anything, so getting this free computer means so much to me. Now, I finally have what I
need to keep up with my studies and earn my high school diploma and get a good job.’
This heartfelt moment reflects the incredible impact that access to essential resources
can have on our students’ paths to success. This is making a lasting difference in our
students' lives!”

Both the Digital Inclusion Plan and the device distribution program are part of a Digital
Equity and Inclusion initiative started in 2023 by SMPDC to eliminate the barriers to
providing robust internet access and digital literacy training to the entire population.
Two additional program locations will be announced in 2025. During the pandemic, it
became clear that many Maine people were left behind by not having reliable internet
service to attend school or work remotely. To read the plan, visit:
https://smpdc.org/broadband

About Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission

Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission (SMPDC) is a non-partisan
nonprofit and regional planning agency that cultivates thriving, sustainable
communities and strengthens local governments by leading land use and transportation
planning, and economic development for 39 member cities and towns in Southern
Maine. The agency was founded in 1964 to provide planning and economic development
services to municipalities located in York, southern Oxford and Cumberland Counties.
SMPDC offers a coordinated effort for land use, smart growth, resource management,
environmental sustainability, and transportation planning. For more information,
please visit www.smpdc.org.
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