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New Federal Funding Will Expand Broadband Internet Access
Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission receives $250,000
grant to organize the effort to improve access and quality of high speed internet

Saco, Maine — Expanding broadband access to areas that need it in Southern
Maine is the goal of a new federally funded program led by Southern Maine
Planning and Development Commission (SMPDC). SMPDC recently received
$250,000 to manage the Regional and Tribal Broadband Partners Program, which
will cover York County and portions of Oxford County.

SMPDC will engage town and city leaders, businesses, institutions, and
community based partners to advance this effort. York County Community Action
Corporation (YCCAC) will serve as SMPDC’s primary partner for outreach and
engagement with residents within the region. Other partners include the City of
Sanford, Southern Maine Agency on Aging, and Southern Maine Finance Agency.
Zoe Miller Strategies, a Portland-based consulting firm, will help draft a regional
digital inclusion plan to ensure that all residents are included in the forthcoming
state plan to improve broadband connectivity throughout the region.

Project Manager James Rather, Director of Strategic Initiatives at SMPDC, says,
“Our goal is to ensure that everyone in our region will have access to high speed,
reliable internet. Expanding connectivity means figuring out where we need to
extend and enhance this critical infrastructure. This will entail a major mapping
and planning effort. We view internet access as a ‘fourth utility’, as important to
daily life as access to safe drinking water, electricity, and waste treatment. We
want to ensure that everyone is able to afford internet access and, when necessary,
ensure that residents of our region possess the digital literacy skills needed to use
the internet effectively to meet their own needs.”

SMPDC received the project grant from - and will be a regional partner with -
Maine Connectivity Authority, a quasi-governmental agency chartered by the State
of Maine in 2021 to bring universal access to high-speed broadband.

For more information about this new program, visit maineconnectivity.org.

About Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission

Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission (SMPDC) is a non-partisan
nonprofit and state-chartered regional planning agency that cultivates thriving,
sustainable communities and strengthens local governments by leading planning and
economic development for 39 member communities in Southern Maine. The



organization was founded in 1964 to provide technical expertise to municipalities in
York County, and southern Oxford and Cumberland Counties. SMPDC offers a
coordinated effort for land use, smart growth, resource management, environmental
sustainability, and transportation planning. More information can be found at

www.smpdc.org



http://www.smpdc.org/

