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Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission
Releases Report on Maine’s Outdoor Recreation Industry

Consultant Report Finds Opportunities For Growth and an Urgent Need to
Protect Assets

Portland, ME - Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission (SMPDC)
presented the findings from a comprehensive study of outdoor recreation in Southern
Maine. Camoin Associates, an economic development consulting firm with offices in
Portland, ME, revealed the results of The Outdoor Recreation Industry Profile and
Strategy Report at the Maine Outdoor Recreation Summit in Portland recently. The
report focused on the region’s twin assets of attractions and outdoor recreation
equipment manufacturers. This approach was designed to get to the core benefits of
outdoor recreation - the jobs and sales associated with creating products and services, as
well as the quality of life attributes that make for a great place to live and visit.

The Outdoor Recreation Industry is responsible for a significant portion of Southern
Maine’s economy:
e Attracting 5.5 million visitors in 2020
e Generating $188.6 million in sales annually
e Contributing nearly $105.3 million to the regional gross domestic product (GRP)
e Representing 12% of Maine’s total outdoor recreation (GRP)

According to Paul Schumacher, Executive Director of SMPDC, “We saw a need for this
report because we recognize the potential for outdoor recreation to drive our economy
in Southern Maine. But growth of the industry must be thoughtful and strategic. This
report helps determine steps we can take to further grow the industry in a way that
aligns with community values, protects our existing outdoor assets while simultaneously
leveraging opportunities to strengthen the existing industry through business support
and development services.”

The leadership at Maine Outdoor Brands (MOB), the nonprofit that advocates for
outdoor product/service innovators and entrepreneurs, applauded the report. Jenny
Kordick, MOB executive director said, “Maine Outdoor Brands commends SMPDC for
this report, which clearly evaluates trends, impacts, and needs for Maine’s outdoor
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recreation industry. Importantly, this report takes a holistic view of outdoor recreation
and offers concrete recommendations for how communities, businesses, and state
leaders can work together to attract jobs, grow the economy, and improve quality of life
through investments in the outdoor sector. We’re excited by this vision and are eager to
continue working to ensure that our state and all Mainers can enjoy the numerous
benefits that outdoor recreation provides.”

The report’s two-pronged approach analyzed the market for goods and services
produced and sold in the region by outdoor recreation equipment manufacturers; and
the use and demand of amenities (the report cited the Marginal Way, Eastern Trail, and
Mount Agamenticus as examples.) Camoin Associates employed a combination of
quantitative and qualitative research: analysis, focus groups, and stakeholder
interviews. They spoke with business owners, outdoor recreation advocates, and public
officials about challenges and opportunities, and they conducted a “best practices”
review of other states that are tackling this issue.

Key data findings include:
e the population is growing and aging
e household incomes are outpacing the rest of the state of Maine
e COVID-19 impacted the industry with an influx of people migrating to Maine and
an increase in outdoor recreation participation
e outdoor recreation businesses were negatively impacted, especially due to the
labor shortage

The report highlighted that outdoor recreation is good for businesses - especially in
attracting companies that are considering locating their businesses in Maine and
recruiting talent. In addition, the report said that outdoor recreation offers an
opportunity to build the Maine brand - since outdoor recreation is a key driver of
Maine’s economy, and Southern Maine captures a large part of Maine visitation. The
report emphasized protecting Maine’s special places, maintaining outdoor assets,
expanding trail infrastructure and establishing a startup incubator for outdoor brands.

According to Project Principal, Jim Damicis, Senior Vice President of Camoin
Associates, “The report recommends that the strategies and tactics be implemented by
SMPDC along with key partners that may include Maine Outdoor Brands, Maine Office
of Outdoor Recreation, Maine Technology Institute, Chambers of Commerce, trail
advocacy groups, community organizers, towns, and others. Acting as the main
convenor, SMPDC can help shepherd the plan towards implementation while bringing
in the right organizations to support the overall goals.”

For more information about the Report: https://smpdc.org/outdoorrec

About the Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission
Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission (SMPDC) is a non-partisan
nonprofit that cultivates thriving, sustainable communities and strengthens local
governments by leading planning and economic development for 39 member towns in
Southern Maine. The organization was founded in 1964 to provide technical expertise to
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municipalities in York County, and southern Oxford and Cumberland Counties. SMPDC
offers a coordinated effort for land use, smart growth, resource management,
environmental sustainability, and transportation planning. For more information,
please visit www.smpdc.org
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Photo caption: Eastern Trail Exec. Director Jon Kachmar, SMPDC Exec. Director Paul
Schumacher, Camoin Associates Rachel Selsky
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