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Southern Maine Businesses and Nonprofits Benefit from over $40 million
in COVID-19 Relief Grants
Southern Maine Planning and Economic Development Commission (SMPDC)
announces impact of assistance efforts

Saco, Maine -- A wide variety of businesses and nonprofits say the government relief
money has helped them stay afloat. Southern Maine Planning and Development
Commission (SMPDC) was one of the organizations tasked with administering the
grants. SMPDC Executive Director Paul Schumacher says his agency has disbursed
more than $40 million. The nonpartisan nonprofit funneled relief to businesses in 39
towns throughout York, Cumberland and Oxford Counties. The organization participated
in three funding programs: Maine Economic Recovery Grant Program; The Maine
Tourism, Hospitality and Retail Recovery Grant Program; and Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) Micro-Enterprise Forgivable Loan Program. Schumacher says, “It
was extremely gratifying for SMPDC to be able to provide this level of assistance to the
businesses in our region. | was struck by the tremendous need for this support and by
the determination of the businesses to fight their way through this pandemic. | would
also like to thank my staff and our partners at the state level who worked tirelessly to
process more than 700 grant applications and over 40 million dollars into the regional
economy.”

Pepperrell Cove, a waterfront destination in Kittery Point, says the grant it received
through SMPDC is enabling their restaurant, Bistro 1828, to stay open this winter. Says
Chef/Co-owner Henry Ares, “Like most restaurants, the pandemic has forced us to lay
off some of our staff. While we are operating at a reduced capacity, the Maine
Economic Recovery Grant Program is helping us to continue to serve the community.
We also invested in an air filtration system that is proven to fight COVID-19, and that
helps diners and staff feel safer.”

Another grant recipient is Eastern Trail, the nonprofit that builds and maintains a multi-
use trail from Kittery to Casco Bay. Jon Kachmar, Executive Director, says, “We
experienced over $100,000 in losses due to COVID-19 and were forced to cancel our



largest fundraiser of the year, the Maine LightHouse Ride. The funding we received was
a ‘lifeline’ that will help us get back up and running. We appreciated how SMPDC
walked us through the process, and were responsive. We ended up in a good place with
help from them at a time when outdoor recreation is more important than ever.”

Douglas Webster, Founder/Artistic Director, Ice Dance International, says the grant
money has made a big impact on his Maine-based small nonprofit performing arts
company, “We've been greatly affected by COVID-19. We haven’t been able to perform
since last March, which is how we generate income. The relief funding gives us the
opportunity to perform this winter in Maine. Now, we’re able to provide free, pop-up
performances and educational programming to kids and families. It's a great opportunity
to share the work we do and bring some joy during a difficult time.”

Should businesses need an immediate low interest loan, SMPDC administers loans that
are also available and easier to attain than bank loans. In addition, the Micro-Enterprise
Forgivable Loan Program continues to disburse grants up to $5K, open to low-moderate
income business owners who have fewer than six employees.

More relief coming

The Small Business Administration and the Treasury Department are reviving the
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) five months after its first two rounds of funding
ended. All borrowers will need to apply through a participating lender. All applications
must be submitted and approved by March 31.

About Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission

Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission (SMPDC) is a non-partisan
nonprofit that cultivates thriving, sustainable communities and strengthens local
governments by leading planning and economic development for 39 member towns in
Southern Maine. The organization was founded in 1964 to provide technical expertise to
municipalities in York, southern Oxford and Cumberland Counties. SMPDC offers a
coordinated effort for land use, smart growth, resource management, environmental
sustainability, and transportation planning. For more information, please visit
www.smpdc.org
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