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Caption: 42-44 Old Post Road Property in Kittery is slated to become affordable
housing, SMPDC Exec. Dir. Paul Schumacher and Special Projects Manager Raegan
Young tour the site with Fair Tide Exec. Dir. Emily Flinkstrom
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Kittery receives $210,000 EPA grant from Southern Maine Planning
& Development Commission to clean up blighted properties and allow
Fair Tide nonprofit to build affordable housing

Kittery, Maine — Two town-owned properties in Kittery will be turned into affordable
housing with an initial EPA grant from Southern Maine Planning and Development
Commission (SMPDC) that will help pay for cleaning up the properties. The properties
are located at 42-44 Old Post Road; one lot is a dilapidated house while next door
there’s a former commercial mechanics garage. According to Kittery Town Manager
Kendra Amaral, once they are cleaned up, the town will transfer the properties to
Kittery-based nonprofit, Fair Tide, which will build the affordable housing. Fair Tide
provides permanent housing and supportive services for individuals and families who
are experiencing homelessness in the Seacoast. The $210,000 grant will help offset a
portion of the redevelopment costs of the site and ensure the project can be constructed
so that it falls under state and town guidelines for what’s considered affordable.

Emily Flinkstrom, Executive Director of Fair Tide says, "We need to be attacking
the housing crisis from many different angles in order to truly move the needle.
This project is a perfect example of a creative and collaborative approach, where
several partners are leveraging their resources in order to create desperately
needed affordable housing. Fair Tide is proud and excited to serve as the
development partner for this project and is looking at this as a model to be
replicated throughout our southern Maine communities."

According to Raegan Young, who oversees the EPA Brownfields program for SMPDC,
“This is exactly the kind of project we love to fund. It’s a great example of public-
nonprofit partnership taking concrete steps to solving big problems. We think this can
be a model for our region, and look forward to taking this approach to affordable
housing with other municipalities.”

According to Young, the project will remove hazardous materials from the existing
residential structure and demolish the commercial garage on the site, allowing for it to
be redeveloped for approximately 4 - 6 affordable housing units.



Kittery Town Manager Kendra Amaral says, “Affordable housing is expensive to
construct. Due to exponentially growing housing prices, Kittery is rapidly gentrifying,
which is pushing out low to moderate income individuals and families, straining
business growth and activity due to a shortage of local labor. It’s also increasing road
congestion and greenhouse gas emissions as low- and moderate-income workers are
required to commute into Kittery for work and services.”

Beyond providing affordable housing, the project will also benefit the adjacent Legion
Pond, a natural waterbody historically used for fishing, ice skating and other
recreation. The Town of Kittery has been working with the Maine Department of
Environmental Protection through a multi-year grant to reduce the invasive aquatic
vegetation and improve the water quality. This project will address detrimental runoff
and ensure no more hazardous runoff from the site can make its way into the pond.

About SMPDC’s Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund

Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission’s Brownfields Revolving
Loan Fund provides below market rate loans and subgrants to facilitate cleanup of
contaminated properties (brownfields) in SMPDC’s service area. The purpose of the
program is to assist in the revitalization of polluted properties for community
development and a cleaner environment. Loan funds are available to public, private
and nonprofit owners who comply with the eligibility requirements of the
Environmental Protection Agency; subgrants are available to eligible municipalities
and nonprofit owners of brownfield properties. Interested parties - business and
property owners, developers, etc. - can learn more about the process and criteria for
accessing funds from this program by contacting Raegan Young at
ryoung@smpdc.org.

About the Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission

Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission (SMPDC) is a non-partisan
nonprofit that cultivates thriving, sustainable communities and strengthens local
governments by leading planning and economic development for 39 member towns in
Southern Maine. The organization was founded in 1964 to provide technical expertise to
municipalities in York County, and southern Oxford and Cumberland Counties. SMPDC
offers a coordinated effort for land use, smart growth, resource management,
environmental sustainability, and transportation planning. For more information,
please visit www.smpdc.org
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