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Small Businesses to Benefit from New Economic Recovery HUB Program 

for York County and Southern Oxford County  

Up to $20,000 in financial assistance grants and more - deadline 12/7/2023 
 

Saco, ME…Small businesses in York and Southern Oxford Counties are urged to take 
advantage of a new Economic Recovery HUB Program launched by Southern Maine 
Planning and Development Commission (SMPDC) and the Maine Department of 
Economic and Community Development that aims to help new businesses that were not 
eligible for pandemic funding relief.  The program will offer financial assistance grants, 
free business counseling, classes, as well as technical assistance grants. A portion of the  
funding will be set aside specifically to support businesses owned and operated by racial, 
ethnic, and linguistic minorities within the SMPDC service region, who were 
disproportionately impacted by the pandemic.  The $450,000 program is funded by the 
federal American Rescue Plan. The deadline for applying is Thursday, December 7, 
2023; there is a potential for future rounds of funding. 

The financial assistance grants of up to $20,000 will be available to businesses with 25 
or fewer employees that opened between January 1, 2020 and May 11, 2023. The 
businesses need to demonstrate negative impacts due to the COVID pandemic. In 
addition, applicants cannot have already received substantial COVID grants. Small 
businesses can use the grants for rent, utilities, inventory, equipment, insurance, payroll 
(excluding owner), and other working capital needs.  

Small business owners can also take advantage of technical assistance grants in the form 
of bookkeeping, web design and social media planning/implementation services; free 
training, which includes banking/finance workshops offered by Kennebunk Savings 
Bank, and free workshops by SCORE, Small Business Development Center, and New 
Ventures Maine. In addition, there is access to workshops and classes at collaborators 
York County Community College and York County Adult Education. 

SMPDC Program Coordinator Nelle Hanig explains, “It is exciting to be launching this 
new program because it offers hands-on technical assistance and grants to help grow 
and strengthen small businesses in York and Southern Oxford Counties, especially those 
that fell through the cracks during prior pandemic-related funding. The application is 
easy; we urge businesses to apply by the December 7 deadline.” 

Online applications are available at SMPDC.org or contact Program Coordinator Nelle 
Hanig at nellerh@gmail.com. 



Program Collaborators include Heart of Biddeford; Sanford Regional Growth 
Council; Saco Main Street; SCORE; Kennebunk Savings Bank; Black Owned Maine; 
New Ventures Maine; Small Business Development Center; York County Community 
College; and York County Adult Education Programs. 

About Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission 
Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission (SMPDC) is a non-partisan 
nonprofit and regional planning agency that cultivates thriving, sustainable 
communities and strengthens local governments by leading planning and economic 
development for 39 member cities and towns in Southern Maine. The agency was 
founded in 1964 to provide planning and economic development services to 
municipalities located in York, southern Oxford and Cumberland Counties. SMPDC 
offers a coordinated effort for land use, smart growth, resource management, 
environmental sustainability, and transportation planning. For more information, 
please visit www.smpdc.org. 
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