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The Public Is Invited To Attend Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission’s Climate
Action Planning (CAP) Kick-off Event

The event takes place on September 28, 2022 and includes Southern Maine towns that are participating
in the Climate Action Planning Cohort

Wells, Maine - Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission (SMPDC) is hosting a Climate
Action Planning (CAP) Cohort Regional Kickoff on September 28th, 2022 from 6 PM to 7:30 PM at
Wells Reserve at Laudholm at 342 Laudholm Farm Rd, Wells, Maine. The event marks the launch of the
CAP Cohort project with the Towns of Kennebunk, Kennebunkport, Kittery, and the City of Biddeford.
Participants will hear community members’ hopes for climate change action, and learn about the various
ways local residents, community groups, business leaders, and other stakeholders can get involved.

The event includes brief presentations by SMPDC and guest speakers; Kale Roberts, Senior Program
Officer of Local Governments for Sustainability, and Meaghan Daly, Ph.D. Environmental Studies
Research Associate at the University of Colorado and Biddeford Climate Task Force Member. The in-
person event is also an opportunity for interested community members to meet, share their concerns for
the future, and learn more about how to get involved in climate action planning.

About the Climate Action Planning Process

Southern Maine’s Climate Action Planning Cohort is a group composed of climate action leaders led by
SMPDC in partnership with Local Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI) and Fourth Economy
Consulting. The CAP Cohort is overseeing a year-long, community-driven process that will generate local
climate action plans developed through a robust planning and public engagement process with each of the
four participating southern Maine communities — the Towns of Kennebunk, Kennebunkport, Kittery, and
the City of Biddeford. A $100,000 Community Action Grant from the State of Maine is helping fund the
effort, along with a $25,000 contribution from each of the participating municipalities.

SMPDC will lead this cohort of communities through a collaborative process, leveraging collective
resources and utilizing a regional approach. The goal is to identify local climate impacts, vulnerabilities,
goals, and strategies that will be tailored to individual communities. The resources created through this
project will support the climate action strategies and implementation plans of other Maine communities.
Says Karina Graeter, Sustainability Coordinator for SMPDC, “We aim to develop unique climate action
plans for each participating community, and increase public awareness and participation in municipal
decisions regarding climate change and community resilience.”
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How to Get Involved

Each participating community has a Task Force of dedicated volunteers, subject matter experts, and
municipal staff that are tasked with overseeing the climate action planning process and inviting public
engagement, in order to ensure all residents and community leaders are invited to contribute to the climate
action planning process. Business owners, community groups, nonprofit leaders, committee members,
educators, as well as residents can attend the Regional Kickoff to learn more about how to get involved.

For more information and opportunities to get involved, please visit www.somainecapcohort.com
Registration is suggested but not required.

About Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission

Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission (SMPDC) is a non-partisan nonprofit that
cultivates thriving, sustainable communities and strengthens local governments by leading planning and
economic development for 39 member towns in Southern Maine. The organization was founded in 1964
to provide technical expertise to municipalities in York, southern Oxford and Cumberland Counties.
SMPDC offers a coordinated effort for land use, smart growth, resource management, environmental
sustainability, and transportation planning. For more information, please visit www.smpdc.org
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