
For immediate release  
November 20, 2024  
 

 
  

Contact: Kathleen Soldati 
Kathleen@CrossCurrentCommunications.com 

  
Reducing the impact of power outages in Southern Maine businesses 

is the target of new plan to help businesses reopen quickly after 
extreme storms  

 
Helping southern Maine businesses be more resilient to power outages as a result of 
severe weather events is the goal of a new collaboration known as the Southern Maine 
Energy Resilience Plan. According to Karina Graeter, Sustainability Director for 
Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission (SMPDC), which is 
spearheading this effort, “While upgrading grid infrastructure is the responsibility of 
electricity utilities, there are many actions that the southern Maine region, its business 
sector, and local governments, can take to build upon and coordinate with utility efforts 
to increase energy resilience. Reducing the impact of power outages will help businesses 
stay open or re-open more quickly after outages due to extreme weather, saving them 
money and increasing job retention.” 
 
SMPDC has been awarded $400,000 in federal grant funds from the Economic 
Development Administration (EDA) to develop the plan, which is a response to needs 
identified through the Climate Action Planning (CAP) Cohort project. The 18-month 
planning process will bring together a stakeholder group that includes local 
municipalities, and industrial and commercial businesses, to identify energy reliability 
challenges and local and regional resilience measures, and propose areas for 
cooperation and partnership.   
 
Graeter says, “The planning process will include a comprehensive energy vulnerability 

assessment to identify disaster and climate risks to economic assets, infrastructure, 

businesses, and industrial sectors. We will identify actions to reduce those risks and 

strengthen our region’s electric grid. These could include the creation of mini-grids for 

critical infrastructure using renewable energy, batteries, and generators to keep critical 

facilities and services functioning. In addition, the project will look at recommending 

land use ordinance amendments such as ‘undergrounding’ power, and adopting new 

technologies that play a vital role in strengthening economic resilience.” 

 
Members of Maine’s Congressional Delegation helped secure the funding. According to 
US Senator Angus King, “As we saw in last year’s storms, Maine’s southern and coastal 
communities are especially vulnerable to power outages. The good news is that we can 
improve our energy resiliency by harnessing the expertise and resources of both the 
private and public sectors to increase affordable energy resilience. As we head into 
another winter, this forward-looking effort will drive long-term stability for local 

https://uwpmvu6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rrW5_klh0WQ6VzjuuoUjTQs4_mSygSO2OEg66nqx4noqQLU_YVs3xKYjSwMgNeUTCEn2fmwKGG9zTlXkevp7y_x4jyxRD6_d5yJRCnZGKdCuiD8nnS5nykeTsXM8VAqZakhaSO9hXaF_Np7-gzuQ7QOEcqkOHP2s&c=VCs27EbdiuToZyxAEVW3TVBncVjNNvzaG5frf612yR4yf43V60ksJA==&ch=1TYLo4GxYW3mqzfKYHms1ZnBszSbdDnpypKmekDB86L7CB5C6lRtog==


economies and neighborhoods impacted by power outages from future weather events. 
It’s truly a win-win for Maine communities across the state.”  
 
US Representative Chellie Pingree weighed in, “As climate change continues to fuel 
stronger storms here in Maine, creating a more resilient power grid will be critical. As 
we’ve seen during the past few winters, extended power outages can wreak havoc on our 
communities—and our businesses. Grants like these help encourage the kind of 
collaborative partnerships we need to improve economic and energy resilience both now 
and into the future. I applaud SMPDC for leading the way on this important initiative, 
which I believe will create a powerful precedent for what’s possible when local 
government, businesses, and community stakeholders work together to address our 
most pressing challenges.” 
 
Background  
Power outages from weather-related disasters are a significant hazard in Maine, which 

experiences blackouts at some of the highest frequencies in the entire United States, 

according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration. Frequent power outages can 

incur large costs to public works departments and to the region’s businesses, which may 

experience the loss of perishable products, delay certain activities, damage to 

equipment, or suffer reduced hours and/or reduced staffing due to lack of power. At the 

same time, increasing electrification and renewable energy are creating a greater 

demand on our electric grid. Recent local Climate Action Planning efforts have 

identified regional energy resilience planning as a priority for southern Maine 

businesses and communities. Visit  https://smpdc.org/capcohort for more details.  

 
About Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission 
Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission (SMPDC) is a non-partisan 
nonprofit that cultivates thriving, sustainable communities and strengthens local 
governments by leading planning and economic development for 39 member towns in 
Southern Maine. The organization was founded in 1964 to provide technical expertise to 
municipalities in York, southern Oxford, and Cumberland Counties. SMPDC offers a 
coordinated effort for land use, smart growth, resource management, environmental 
sustainability, and transportation planning. For more information, please visit 
www.smpdc.org 
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Photo - Downed tree pulls down CMP power lines in Kittery, Maine 

Credit: Barbara MacLeod  
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