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Small businesses in Southern Maine are urged to apply for grants  

to help fund expansions and expenses 
The funds available from Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission 

 
 

Saco, ME…Jodie Curtis, owner of Yarrow, a wellness boutique and gift shop in Kittery, 
calls it a game-changer after she received a grant from the Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) Microenterprise Loan program for her gift and wellness shop. This 
program is administered in York County by Southern Maine Planning and Development 
Commission (SMPDC) in collaboration with the Small Business Development Center 
(SBDC) in Portland.  
  
Says Curtis,  “I am so appreciative of this financial boost; as a business not located 
directly in downtown Kittery Foreside, in order to attract customers I needed to make 
my space more inviting by renovating the interior. In addition, this grant helps me hire 
more staff, and continue to work hard at social media marketing.” 
 
The funds will also enable Yarrow to buy a new laptop for ordering and inventory. 
According to Raegan Young, SMPDC’s Special Projects and Communications Manager, 
Yarrow is a perfect example of the kinds of businesses the program is targeting: “Our 
goal is to help low-to-moderate income small businesses of five employees or less start 
or grow their business by providing up to a $10k forgivable loan.” 
 
About Community Development Block Grants 
Each year the State of Maine receives a formula allocation of funding from the federal 
Department of Housing and Urban Development to be distributed to eligible Maine 
communities under the CDBG program. The State of Maine administers CDBG to assist 
local governments in various community projects in areas ranging from infrastructure, 
housing, and downtown revitalization to public facilities and economic development. 
SMPDC has CDBG Microenterprise Loan funds available for low to moderate income 
small businesses to help them start or grow their businesses. Applicants must have 
fewer than five employees (including all owners) and a low to moderate household 
income; for example, $86,300 for a family of five in York County; must meet with a 
business advisor at the SBDC; and cannot have received a previous CDBG grant. To 
learn more, visit: https://smpdc.org/economic_recovery. 
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About Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission 
Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission (SMPDC) is a non-partisan 
nonprofit that cultivates thriving, sustainable communities and strengthens local 
governments by leading planning and economic development for 39 member towns in 
Southern Maine. The organization was founded in 1964 to provide technical expertise to 
municipalities in York County, and southern Oxford and Cumberland Counties. SMPDC 
offers a coordinated effort for land use, smart growth, resource management, 
environmental sustainability, and transportation planning. More information can be 
found at SMPDC.org 
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