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Governor Mills signs bill to build 40-mile recreational biking/walking
trail along Mountain Division Rail Line from Standish to Fryeburg

Augusta, Maine — Governor Janet Mills recently signed a bill that will lead to the
construction of a new biking/walking trail on a corridor of inactive railroad tracks that
run through Oxford and Cumberland Counties. The bill was introduced by Maine
Senator Richard A. Bennett (R, Oxford) and then passed by a large majority in the
Maine Senate and House of Representatives - demonstrating the legislature’s belief in
the value of investing in trails for recreation and transportation. The Maine Department
of Transportation (MaineDOT) is authorized to construct a multi-use recreational trail
along the state-owned Mountain Division Rail line, from Standish to Fryeburg. The new
trail will connect to four miles of existing trail in Fryeburg, and once completed, will be a
40-mile continuous 10ft wide recreation trail, from South Windham to Fryeburg going
through Gorham, Windham, Standish, Baldwin, Hiram, Brownfield, and Fryeburg.
Eventually, it will connect with Portland on the eastern end and New Hampshire to the
west.

According to Southern Maine Planning and Development Executive Director, Paul
Schumacher, who chaired the 12-member Mountain Division Rail Use Advisory Council
last year which recommended the conversion, “There was nearly unanimous approval
for a paved bike route with winter snowmobile access along the corridor. These
recommendations were strongly supported at a large public meeting and in written
public comments. The Council believes a new recreation trail is the best use of the
corridor and the benefits of public access to the trail will be a major economic driver for
tourism and recreation in the region.”

For the Mountain Division Alliance and the Bicycle Coalition of Maine, the action
represents the fulfillment of a dream they have both worked on for more than twenty
years. After spending seven months studying different scenarios of what could be done
with the old rail line, the group recommended that the state create a 10’ wide paved
bicycle and pedestrian trail until such time as a rail becomes feasible again.

Read the full report at SMPDC.org
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About Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission

Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission (SMPDC) is a non-partisan
nonprofit that cultivates thriving, sustainable communities and strengthens local
governments by leading planning and economic development for 39 member towns in
Southern Maine. The organization was founded in 1964 to provide technical expertise to
municipalities in York County, and southern Oxford and Cumberland Counties. SMPDC
offers a coordinated effort for land use, smart growth, resource management,
environmental sustainability, and transportation planning. More information can be
found at SMPDC.org
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